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The 25th Annual Muckrace 
 

Montezuma Muckracers sprang into action on a 
beautiful Friday evening in search of good looks at good 
birds.  Thirty-four teams stormed the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex for a 24-hour period in this team-
birding and fundraising event, offered by the Friends of 
the Montezuma Wetlands Complex.  This year’s 
attendance figure set a new record of 145 birders, and 
the number of species recorded matched the 5-year 
average total of 179 species.  Tallies included 22 
warblers, 13 species of waterfowl (missing some of the 
divers) and 14 shorebirds.     

The teams collectively identified all 102 bird species 
that have been recorded in every Muckrace!  Forster’s 
tern was a new addition to the all-time list and was 
recorded by 3 teams.  Glossy Ibis, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Western Sandpiper, Orchard Oriole and 
Meadowlark were relatively rare pickups.  The most 
commonly seen birds (seen by all teams) totaled 7 
species in all, and included grebes, gulls and geese.  
Sandhill Cranes made it on all but 1 checklist.  Only 4 
teams bagged 3 owls. 

The sunrise paired with the moon set at Knox Marsellus 
March was a highlight for the many teams that 
witnessed the ‘birdnado’ of swallows and geese that 
lifted off the marsh.  ‘Good weather’ and (what?) the 
‘lack of mosquitoes’ were highlights listed by many 
teams.  ‘Birding with friends’ always makes the top of the list of highlights.  Lowlights included: the heat, no muffins and 
missing a few common birds (eg. robin).  But one team, clearly taking the lowlights trophy, ended up losing the front 
bumper of their car in a good-old Montezuma ditch.    

Competition among teams is one enjoyable part of the event - you can take home bragging rights; maybe even get your 
name on one of the 3 Muckrace trophies.  In the Competitive Division, “Wind Birders” took home top honors with 126 
species.  Mute Swan, Cliff Swallow, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Wild Turkey and both Dowitchers were some of their better 
finds.  109 species were identified by the “Hawkeyes” in the Recreation Division, and were one of only a few teams to 
record Sharp-shinned and Broad-winged Hawks.  The Collegiate Division was very competitive this year with 5 teams from 
Cornell, and it was the “Cornell Bitterns” that took home top honors with 131 species.  And, yep, The Bitterns were one of 
only a few teams to actually get both bitterns.   

 
2022 Quick Stats 

Teams registered/attended:                35/34 
               Total species seen:      179 
               Cumulative total for all Muckraces:    247 

 Funds raised as of Sept 15th:                         $10,000 
 

Funds will support:   
Bird conservation, wildlife habitat improvement and public access 

in the Montezuma Wetlands Complex.   
 

Winning Competitive team: Wind Birders – 126 sp.  
Winning Low-carbon team: Terns and Conditions – 64 species 

Winning Recreational team: Hawkeyes – 109 species 
Winning Collegiate team: Cornell Bitterns – 131 species 

Winning Family/Mentor team: Silky Flycatchers – 107 sp.  
Winning Photo team: Shutterbirds – 90 species 

 
Most memorable team birds:  

Glossy Ibis, Blue Gray Gnatcatcher, Least Bittern, Forster’s Tern, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Canada Warbler, Woodcock, Coots! 

New species:  Forster’s Tern 
 

Notable Species NOT seen:   Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ring-necked 
Duck, American Golden Plover, Ruffed Grouse 

 
Species seen by all teams:                                     7 
Warbler species recorded:     22 
Shorebird species recorded:     14 

 

 MUCKRACE MUSINGS 



 

The Low Carbon Division was won again by “Terns and Conditions” with a 
hard-earned 64 species.  The “Shutterbirds” were another repeat 
champion in the Photo Division with 90 total.  Congratulations also to 
Family/Mentor Division winners “Silky Flycatchers” who set a new record 
with 107 species identified.  Last, but not least, Arrogant Bustards are 
likely on-their-way to etching their names on the Fundraising Trophy.  
Although there is still time for all teams to make donations, the Friends 
have received a very generous contribution from the Bustards’, Deidre 
Anderson.  Her extraordinary gift will go a long way towards meeting (and 
likely surpassing!) the Friends’ Muckrace fundraising goal for 2022.  We 
are very grateful for her generosity and are happy to relay her wishes to 
acknowledge her team’s leader, Bob McGuire.  Bob has been the driving 
force for the Arrogant Bustards team for a long time, and an influential 
voice for shorebird management in the Complex.     

Teams have until September 30th to do their pledge drives.  Donations on 
behalf of any team, or for the Muckrace in general, can be made through the 
Friends of Montezuma website (friendsofmontezuma.org) or via mail at 
Friends of Montezuma, c/o Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, 3395 Rt 5 
& 20 East, Seneca Falls, NY 13148.  

In the 25-year Muckrace history, over 
$150,000 has been donated in support of 
wildlife habitat restoration, research, 
education or public access.  Recent 
projects have included: native pollinator, 
Virginia Rail and Monarch Butterfly 
research, Hidden Marsh and Loop Road 
wetland restoration, construction of 
several observation decks, Motus Radio Telemetry deployment, and support for Black 
Duck winter banding.  For many grant-funded projects, Muckrace Funds can be used as 
a critical source of ‘matching’ funds.  

Many thanks to the good folks who volunteered to help pull off the event, and to 
Friends President, Kyle Gage, who rounded up and organized that crew.  We couldn’t 
have done it without you -- Linda and Steve Benedict, Dorothy Colvin, Susan DiCrisicio, 
Sarah Fleming, Ruth and Don Kalen, Leona Lauster, Sabrina Megali, Linda Mott, Joyce 
Pittenger, Ellen Reynolds, Gretchen Schauss and Mike and Joan Tetlow.  Thanks also to 
Jody Benedict (t-shirt designer) and Woman Made Products, Seneca Falls (silk screener). 
 

Save the date of September 8th and 9th for next year’s Muckrace.  It follows the framework of the Friday after Labor Day 
that we’ve used recently.  However, we are still looking for feedback regarding possible changes.  Your replies on our 
Muckrace ‘feedback’ form did not yield a clear preference with respect to moving the date to avoid overlapping with the 
new early deer hunting season. 
  
THANK YOU for your support of the Friends of Montezuma Wetlands Complex and we hope you enjoyed the great 
camaraderie and time afield.  We know birding is a great life-long pastime and hope you’ll make birding the Muckrace the 
same.  For more information on the Muckrace and the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, including many opportunities to 
volunteer, check out our websites: friendsofmontezuma.org, ny.audubon.org/Montezuma, fws.gov/refuge/montezuma/, 
and dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31112.html.   More detailed muckrace totals, including the final checklist, and more photos can 
be found on the Friends website.  
 
 

Top Competitive Team - “Wind Birders”: Allan 
Strong, Nick Kachala, Kinsley Whittum and Robert 
Buckert. 

Top Photo Team - “Shutterbirds”:  
Suan Yong, Mark Miller and 
Michaela Kelly. 

1Collegiate winners- “Cornell Bitterns”: 
Benjamin Hack, Ryan Zucker, Elliot Ress, 
and Dimitris Salas. 



 

 
       25th  Annual Muckrace Results: 
 

Competitive 
 1. Wind Birders     126 
 2. Tyrannus Tyrannus     110 
 3. DEC Mad-Capped Chickadees     91 
  
 Family 
 1. Silky Flycatchers      107 
 2. Bogsuckers       75 
 3. MAC Daddy and the Chick    71 
 4. Mucky Ducks     69 
 5. @ Song Birders       47 
 
 Youth 
 1. Venture Crew 7    20 
 

Low Carbon 
 1. Terns & Conditions     64 
 
 Photo 
 1. Shutterbirds      90 
 2. Tajsar       35 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recreational 

  1. The Hawkeyes   109 
  2. WB Splinter               108 
  3. DEC Crane-iacs    103 
 3. The Tanagers   103 
  5. Arrogant Bustards        101 
  6. No Sleep Till Dunlin    94                             
  7. Fellowship of the Wing         91 
 8. Hawkward Timberdoodles    88 
 9. Bird Nerds         85 
  10. Lime Howlers     83 
 11. Limp-kins            80 
 12. Irritable Owl Syndrome       78 
 13. Bob-O-Links       75 
 14. Team Duck     71 
  15. Veery Serious     67 
 16. Bleary-eyed Vireos    66 
 17. Ruffed gRouses       64 
  
  Collegiate 
 1. Cornell Bitterns    131 
 2. Cornell Sandpipers    117 
 3. Cornell Plovers    115 
 4. Cornell Harriers    113 
 5. Cornell Yellowlegs               110

Highlights of the Day 
NO Mosquitos! 

Getting over 100 species. 
Eating Lifer Pie on wildlife drive. 

Canoeing. 
Tent City at the MAC. 

Sunrise and moonset at Knox with ‘birdnado’ of swallows 
and geese. 

 
Quotes of the Day 

A birder’s life takes focus, determination, dedication and 
patience. 

Wow, it’s quiet. Isn’t it quiet? It’s soooo quiet. 
“Merlin” picked up a Screech Owl with Adam’s face on it. 

We can now only talk in ‘yellowlegs’ – too, too, too. 
We’ve seen more warblers than mosquitos. 

… a cuddle of coots. 
 

Lowlights of the Day  
No Muffin Man. 

Not finding a Baird’s (wait… we did at 6:50pm). 
No Caspian Tern despite mucho effort. 

 

 
 

    


