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The 17th Annual Muckrace 
 
An all time high 113 birders participated in the 
seventeenth annual Montezuma Muckrace, held 
Friday and Saturday, September 6‐7, at the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex (MWC) in 
Cayuga, Wayne, and Seneca counties.  The 28 
teams tallied 183 species during the 24‐hour 
event, (incredibly) matching last year’s total.   
 
28 teams are also a record number for the 
Muckrace; 1 more than last year. We are happy 
to welcome several new teams and 
participants…and, good to welcome back many 
returnees.   
 
Congratulations go to team Terradroma, the 
winning competitive team, tallying 139 species! 
Terradroma is a team of undergrads from Cornell 
University.  They were self‐sponsored and 
included Benjamin VanDoren, Ben Barkley, Andy 
Johnson, Hope Batcheller and Luke Seitz. 
 
Despite some light rain Saturday, most 
participants felt conditions were excellent for 
birding.   
 
Habitat conditions in the marshes and shorebird units were good.  Most teams found a nice variety of birds 
scattered throughout the managed marshes, including the new marshes on Northern Montezuma WMA.  But, 
Knox‐Marsellus Marsh was the hot spot again.  Shorebirds, including a Muckrace first, Whimbrel, were 
abundant.  Several Peregrine Falcons put on a great show here throughout the day.     
 
Following the Terradromas in the competitive category, with 130 species, were the Wind Birders, sponsored 
by L & B Farm (Bill Gillette, 17‐year Muckrace veteran Bob Spahn, Alan Strong and Kinsley Whittum). They 
were able reach 100 birds by 8:00AM, and add a second new bird to the Muckrace cumulative total, a Fish 
Crow, seen and heard at Mud Lock.  In third place, with 122 species, were the DEC Craniacs (Mike Wasilco, 
Mike Putnam and Jim Eckler), sponsored by the Weekend Printshop.     

 
2013 Quick Stats 

Teams entered:                               27 
Total species seen:         183 
Cumulative total for all Muckraces:   237 

Funds raised as of September 27th:          $10,537.00 
 

Funds will support:   
Bird conservation, wildlife habitat improvement and public access 

in the Montezuma Wetlands Complex.  
 

Winning Competitive team: Terradromas – 139 Species! 
Winning Low‐carbon team:  

The Decarbonated Swamp‐warblers – 92 Species 
Winning Recreational Team: Team Geneseedeaters – 117 Species 

Winning Family/Mentor team: Counting Crows – 78 Species 
 

Most memorable team bird: American White Pelican, Merlin, 1st 
bird of the day, Common Nighthawk. 
New species seen only in 2013:     2 

(Whimbrel, Fish Crow) 
Notable Species NOT seen:  Ring‐necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse 

Warbler species recorded:        24 
Shorebird species recorded:       22 



 

 
The Family/Mentor category was won again by second‐year team, the Counting Crows (John, Teresa, Daniel 
and Matthew Buckholz from Dryden NY).  
 
The Low‐Carbon category was won by the Decarbonated Swamp‐Warblers (Matt MacGillivray, Mike Powers 
and Jesse Ross), sponsored by Free Table.  With 92 species tallied, the highlight of the day – besides finally 
getting off their bikes – was witnessing a Flicker being chased by a Sharp‐shinned Hawk being chased by a 
Ruby‐throated Hummingbird.  Eaton Birding Society’s Team Sittidae (Linda Benedict, Betsy Russell, Kathy 
Disbrow, Leona Lauster, Jackie Bakker, Sheila Ferrari, Linda Potter and Anita Messina), spent their entire day 
strolling and sitting in the vicinity of the Montezuma Audubon Center where they counted 65 species. 
 
14 Recreational teams added to the good times and good birds.  The Geneseedeaters (Kim Sucy and Jay 
Powell) took time for only 4 hours of sleep and found 117 species. The Plucky Mucksters day was well 
described on the Cayuga Lake Bird Club’s Listserv.  Thanks to Dave Nutter for writing that classic account, 
including sheriff patrols, an unfortunate car‐door and gate encounter, a team‐building scale of dump and 
debris, and recollections of ‘wistfully gazing’ at barren trees.   
 
Highlights and Notables ‐ Overall, 13 species of ducks, 10 species of diurnal raptors, 22 species of shorebirds, 
24 species of warblers, and 9 species of sparrows were recorded.  Whimbrel and Fish Crow were the additions 
to the cumulative 17‐year Muckrace total. 
 
Registration fees and donations are collected to support bird conservation and public access projects within 
the MWC.  The final total raised will not be known until all team pledges have been received.  As of this 
writing, a net total of $10,537 has been raised.  Funds donated last year were used to purchase supplies and 
materials for an observation platform overlooking the Deep Muck on Northern Montezuma WMA.  Labor for 
this project was provided by Friends members as one of the many hands‐on projects the Friends group 
supports.  
 
We offer many thanks to the event and team sponsors and volunteers: Wild Birds Unlimited, Bass Pro Shops 
(Auburn), Nucor Steel (Auburn), ISEI Corporation (Seneca Meadows Landfill), Avinet (Dryden), Ernst 
Conservation Seeds, Inc. (Meadville, PA), Montezuma Winery, Cayuga Lake Creamery, Merritt Seed, and 
Woman‐Made Products.  Additional support was provided by: Galens Pharmacy, Nice ‐N‐Easy, Swarovski 
Optik, Ducks Unlimited, Old Lyons Hardware, Cayuga Bird Club, Marsh Creek, Magee Diner, The Brick Oven, 
Tom Lenweaver, The Apple Shed, Tops‐Waterloo, Wolfys Grill and Marina, Parker's Grille, Abigails Restaurant, 
The Friends Nature Store at the MNWR Visitor Center, and the MAC Nature Store.  Jennifer Gillette was also a 
big contributor by donating her time and skills to produce the cool t‐shirt design. Ten other volunteers gave 
freely of their time to keep the festivities running smoothly.  
   
If you’d like to start making plans for next year’s Muckrace – of course you would! – reserve the 12th and 13th 
of September.  That’s moved one week later than usual to avoid the busy back‐to‐school week.  Hopefully that 
will allow families and students a better opportunity to participate. 
 
The Muckrace is organized by a small group of dedicated volunteers from the Friends of the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex, NYSDEC, USFWS, and the Montezuma Audubon Center.  Contact Friends President, Chuck 
Gibson, if you’d like to help.  For more information on the Friends and other ways to stay in touch and get 
involved in the Complex, go to friendsofmontezuma.org and ny.audubon.org/Montezuma.                                 
 
 



 

 
Team Results 2013    
 
Competitive 
1. Terradroma    139 
2. Wind Birders (L & B Farm)  130 
3. DEC Craniacs (Weekend Printshop) 122 
4. Loonatics    109 
5. Buffleheads     107 
6. DEC Mad-capped Chickadees     98 
7. No rEgrets (Audubon NY)    97 
8. Winging It (SUNY-ESF Birding Club)  94 
9. Mottled Mucks (Jack Bear Stamps  
            and 3 Oaks Enhancements)        74 
 
Low-Carbon 
1. The Decarbonated Swamp-Warblers   92 
2. Team Sittidae (Eaton Birding Society)   65 
 
 
     
 
 
 

Family/Mentor 
1. Counting Crows (Self-sponsored)    78 
2. Team Mommazuma  
  and the Malerds (Self-sponsored)    60 
3. Mucky Ducks (Old Duck Inn)   56 
 
Recreational 
1. Team Geneseedeaters    117 
2. Tyrannus Tyrannus    115 
3. Woodcocks      103 
4. Plucky Mucksters (Cayuga Bird Club)  102 
5. The Tanagers (Chemung Valley Audubon)        95   
6. Lookin4Hooters      93 
7. Stork Raven Mad      90 
8. The Shutterbirds      88 
9. Bleary Eyed Vireos (Eaton Birding Society)   86 
10. Bob-O-Links (Eaton Birding Society)    85 
11. Lime Howlers        76 
12. What the Flock!      72 
13. The Fuddy Ruddies      65 
14. Peregrines (Genesee Valley Audubon)      58 
 
  

Thanks to all of our 2013 Donors and Sponsors! 
 

  

 
                                 
 
                  
 
                       
            

 
 

 
  



 

Team Highlights 
Finally, a flock of turkeys. 
Spending the day together. 
Surpassing our impossible target number. 
Seeing a PELICAN!! 
Seeing 3 Sandhill Cranes walking across the mudflats! 
Getting Frank Moses out of the mud. 
Two Young Peregrines hunting together. 
Our off-road trip. 
Esker Brook trail. 
Peregrine Falcon hunting everything at K-M Marsh! 
Three warbler ‘fronts’ on Howland’s Island. 
Bill’s homemade egg McMuffins & fresh coffee at 3 AM 
100 spp. by 8AM. 
Birds shared by The Bobolinks. 
Great migrant flocks on Howland’s Island. 
20 Black-crowned Night Herons coming in for a landing  

Quote of the Day: 
Another train.  Mark it down. 

Cayuga is native American for ‘no birds’. 
“Pretty wet down here”, F. Moses. 

It’s a grackle! 
How ‘bout you pay attention for the next 5 minutes! 

I don’t think this was made for cars. 
I’ve never wanted to see a grackle this much in my life. 

Don’t muck with Montezuma. 
Too many to count. 

Lowlights of the Day  
No Warblers! 
No Red-headed Woodpecker. 
5 unsuccessful tries for Red-headed Woodpecker. 
Rain! 
Distant peep ID. 
Running out of beer. 
Bugs! 
Long, migration-less night. 
Absolutely none. 

                              

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 
Muckrace 2014 is 
Friday-Saturday  

September 12th–13th, 
7PM-7PM 

That’s a week later 
than usual. 

 

A Note from the Planning 
Committee 
(Linda and Steve Benedict, Linda Potter, Frank Morlock, Chris 
Lajewski, Jim Eckler, Chuck Gibson, Linda Ziemba, Frank 
Moses) 
 
We want to say thank you to the following generous 
sponsors for their financial support or prize donations: 
 

• Barry Stevens of Wild Birds Unlimited for being 
our top sponsor; 

• Bass Pro (Auburn), Nucor Steel of Auburn, ISEI 
Corporation (Seneca Meadows Landfill), Avinet 
(Dryden), Ernst Conservation Seeds, Inc.  
(Meadville, PA), Montezuma Winery, Swarovski 
Optik, The Schwabel Corp. (Thermacell), Cayuga 
Lake Creamery and Ducks Unlimited, for their 
generous donations;  

• Additional local supporting businesses: Old 
Lyons Hardware, Merritt Seeds, Wolfey’s Grill, 
Tom Lenweaver, The Brick Oven,  Parker’s 
Grille, Galens Pharmacy, Marsh Creek, Magee 
Diner, Cayuga Bird Club, Apple Shed, Abigails, 
and, last but not least, 

• The Friends Nature Store at the MNWR Visitor 
Center and the MAC Nature Store. 

 
Thanks go to artist Jennifer Gillette for providing a 
wonderful t-shirt design, and to Becky Bly of Woman 
Made Products for her generosity in screening the shirts. 
Special thanks to those that helped feed the hungry mob:  
Dunkin’ Donuts and Nice-N-Easy Grocery Shoppes.  
 
We also appreciate all team sponsors: Genesee Valley 
Audubon Society, SUNY-ESF Birding Club, L & B Farm, 
Free Table, Old Duck Inn B & B (Clyde), Weekend 
Printshop (Webster), Jackbear Stamps and 3 Oaks 
Enhancements, Lime Hollow, Chemung Valley Audubon 
Society, Eaton Birding Society, Genesee Valley Audubon 
Society, Audubon NY, and Cayuga Bird Club.  
 
We could not have done it without all our great event 
volunteers:  Phil Bonn, David Strong, Joyce Pittenger, Frank 
Graham, Dorothy and Gary Colvin, Dave Robertson, Ruth 
and Don Kalen, Linda Potter, Leona Lauster, and Steve 
and Linda Benedict.  Thanks to Chris Lajewski for 
organizing this great group. 
 
Final thanks also go to: The Montezuma Audubon Center 
for hosting the festivities; NYSDEC, FOTMWC and the 
MAC for printing and mailing costs; Phil Bonn for his 
photography; and Linda Ziemba for emceeing the final 
ceremony. 
 
• Please submit suggestions and comments, to a 
Planning Committee member. 
 
 LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT 
YEAR!   
 
 



 
                                                                                                                                                 
Montezuma Muckrace  
2012 Checklist.  Total Species Reported: 183 
 
Snow Goose  
Canada Goose  
Trumpeter Swan 
Wood Duck  
Gadwall  
American Wigeon 
American Black Duck 
Mallard   
Blue-winged Teal  
Northern Shoveler 
Northern Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Ring-necked Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Ruddy Duck  
Wild Turkey  
Common Loon 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Double-cr. Cormorant 
American White Pelican 
American Bittern 
Least Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Green Heron 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Turkey Vulture  
Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Northern  Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk  
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine Falcon  
Virginia Rail 
Sora 
Common Gallinule 
Am. Coot 
Sandhill Crane 
Black-bellied Plover  
American Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeer 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs  
Whimbrel 
Sanderling 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird's Sandpiper  
Pectoral Sandpiper  
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper  
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 

Wilson's Snipe  
American Woodcock 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Ring-billed Gull  
Herring Gull  
Great Black-backed Gull  
Caspian Tern  
Common Tern 
Rock Pigeon 
Mourning Dove 
Black-billed Cuckoo  
Yellow-billed Cuckoo   
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  
Downy Woodpecker  
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher  
Willow Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird  
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
Common Raven 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
Horned Lark 
N. Rough-winged Swallow  
Purple Martin 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Barn Swallow  
Cliff Swallow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  
Eastern Bluebird 

Veery 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Swainson's Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starling 
Cedar Waxwing 
Ovenbird 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler  
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
American Redstart 
Cape May Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Northern Parula  
Magnolia Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Wilson’s Warbler 
Eastern Towhee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lincoln’s Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Bobolink 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Rusty Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow      

 



 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


