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The 16th Annual Muckrace 
 
An all time high 94 birders participated in the 
sixteenth annual Montezuma Muckrace, held 
Friday and Saturday, September 7-8, at the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, 
Wayne, and Seneca counties.  The 27 teams 
tallied 183 species during the 24-hour event, 12 
better than in 2011 despite some very inclement 
weather Saturday morning.  Congratulations go to 
The Gallinagos, the winning competitive team, 
tallying 135 species! The Gallinagos were 
sponsored by the Cayuga Bird Club and include 
team members Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Gerard 
Phillips, Kevin McGowan and Jay McGowan. 
 
27 teams are also a record number for the 
Muckrace. We are happy to have welcomed 7  
new teams and 29 new participants.  One new 
family/mentor team joined up on Saturday 
morning when they just happened to visit the 
Audubon Center and got caught up in the fun.     
 
Weather conditions were less than optimal. With 
Saturday’s early rain and wind, many groups 
reported it was a challenge to distinguish between 
warbler movement and leaf movement!  Add to 
that, a full ‘crop’ of fall web worms doing their 
best BSMA (bird-shaped mass) impersonations, and we probably set a record for taking looks at non-birds.  The 
Mad-capped Chickadees, however, were treated to great looks at a Kentucky Warbler that seemed to want to be 
added to the overall Muckrace list.  The American Avocet was also a great addition to just about everyone’s list 
and a highlight of the day for many.  Yellow-billed Cuckoo and a cooperative Yellow-bellied Flycatcher made 
good additions to the all-yellow tally. 
 
Habitat conditions in the marshes and shorebird units were quite good despite the prolonged summer drought.  
Most teams found a good variety of birds scattered throughout the managed marshes, including the new 
excavations in the Dry Marsh.  But, Knox-Marsellus Marsh was the hot spot.  Several Peregrine Falcons put on 
a great show here throughout the day.      
 
 

 
2012	Quick	Stats	

Teams entered:                               27 
Total species seen:         183 
Cumulative total for all Muckraces:   235 

Funds raised as of September 23rd:          $9,300.00 
 

Project to be supported:  A universally‐accessible observation 
platform overlooking the Deep Muck, a 33 acre impoundment 
within the Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area 

 

Winning Competitive team: The Gallinagos – 135 Species! 
Winning Low‐carbon team: Team Sittidae – 58 Species 

Winning Recreational Team: Plucky Mucksters – 104 Species 
Winning Family/Mentor team: Counting Crows – 66 Species 

 
Most memorable team bird: American Avocet! 

New species seen only in 2012:      3 
(Kentucky Warbler, Connecticut Warbler, American Avocet) 

Species NOT seen:  Ring‐necked Pheasant 
Warbler species recorded:        26 
Shorebird species recorded:       23 

 
16-year cumulative total: 235 Species 

 



 

As the rain and wind rolled 
across the Complex, each team 
found a different way to cope.  
One new, solo, low-carbon team, 
the Solitary Weary-Os, scrapped 
plans to muckrace by canoe when 
the weather was threatening, and 
ended up hiking and birding 
exclusively on Howland Island.  
Another team, the Buffleheads, 
reported sitting comfortably on 
the porch at Bill Gillette’s cabin 
during a downpour and recording 
several species.  Several others 
were happy to be warm and dry 
(and nicely fed) inside the 
friendly confines of the 
Montezuma Audubon Center. 
But, most participants handled the weather as best they could… simply trusting in their rain gear.   
 
Following the Gallinagos in the competitive category, with 131 species, were the Three-eyed Ravens (Brad 
Walker, Andy Johnson, Benjamin VanDoren, Tim Lenz and Hope Batcheller).  In third place, were L & B 
Farm’s Wind Birders with Kinsley Whittum, Allan Strong and 16-year Muckrace veteran Bob Spahn.   
 
The Family/Mentor category was won by a first-year team, the Counting Crows (John, Teresa, Daniel and 
Matthew Buckholz from Dryden NY).  
 
The Low-Carbon category was won by Eaton Birding Society’s Team Sittidae (Linda Benedict, Jean Bub, 
Leona Lauster, Jackie Bakker, Sheila Ferrari, Linda Potter and Anita Messina), who spent their entire day 
strolling and sitting in the vicinity of the MNWR Visitor Center.   
 
Highlights and Notables - Overall, 15 species of ducks, 11 species of diurnal raptors, 23 species of shorebirds, 4 
species of owls, 26 species of warblers, and 7 species of sparrows were recorded.  One team heard 5 species of 
nocturnal migrants (American Redstart, Canada Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Swainson’s Thrush and Black-
throated Blue Warbler).   

 
Registration fees and donations are collected to support bird conservation 
projects within the Montezuma Wetlands Complex.  Funds raised this year will 
be used to construct an observation platform overlooking the Deep Muck.  The 
final total raised will not be known until all team pledges are received in early 
November, but as of the writing of this article, $9,300 has been received.     
  
The Muckrace is organized by a small group of dedicated volunteers from the 
Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, NYSDEC, USFWS, and the 
Montezuma Audubon Center.  Contact Friends President, Chuck Gibson, if you’d 
like to help.  For more information on the Friends and other ways to stay in tune 
and involved in the Complex, go to friendsofmontezuma.org and 
ny.audubon.org/Montezuma. 
                                                     
 

 



 

 
Team Standings 2012    
 
Competitive 
1. The Gallinagos (Cayuga Bird Club) 135 
2. Three-eyed Ravens (Self-sponsored) 131 
3. Wind Birders (L&B Farms)  111 
4. DEC Crane-iacs (Old Duck Inn) 106 
5. Tyrannus Tyrannus (Self-sponsored) 106 
6. The Buffleheads (The Bird House) 103 
7. Mad-capped Chickadees (Self- 
 sponsored)      94 
8. No rEgrets (Audubon NY)    90 
9. Mottled Mucks (Micron Industries)   72 
 
Low-Carbon 
1. Team Sittidae (Eaton Birding Society)   58 
2. Solitary Weary-o (Eckler Orchards)   56 
3. Thunder Chickens (Self-sponsored)   53  
      
 

 
Family/Mentor 
1. Counting Crows (Self-sponsored)    66 
2. Team Mommazuma (Self-sponsored)    40 
 
Recreational 
1. Plucky Mucksters (Cayuga Bird Club)  104 
2. Solo (Self-sponsored)      93 
3. Woodcocks (Self-sponsored)     93 
4. GVAS Peregrines (Genesee Valley Audubon)   92 
5. The Tanagers (Chemung Valley Audubon  
 Society)       89 
6. Muckingbirds (Crossroads Automotive LLC)   86 
7. The Loon-A-Tics (Self-sponsored)    82 
8. Bleary Eyed Vireos (Eaton Birding Society)   79 
9. Bob-O-Links (Eaton Birding Society)    77 
10. Lime Howlers (Self-sponsored)    67 
11. The Red Heron (Lyons Hardware)    49 
12. Conservancy Birders (Central & WNY 
 Chapter of The Nature Conservancy)    46 
13. Duck Whisperers (Self-sponsored)    11 
 

Thanks to all of our 2012 Donors and Sponsors! 
 

  

 
                                 
 
                  
 
                       
            

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Team Highlights 
Seeing an American Avocet! 
Seeing Sandhill Cranes! 
Staying on Howland Island for entire Muckrace! 
Peregrine Falcon hunting at Knox-Marsellus Marsh! 
Superman Squirrel leaping to avoid car! 
Merlin chasing Crows! 
Leucistic Blackbird on Van Dyne Spoor Rd. 
 

 

 
Lowlights of the Day  

          No Warblers! 
Wind & Rain! 

Canceling canoe trip due to rain! 
5 warbler-free hours on a windy Howland Island! 

High Winds, Hard Rain & No Warblers! 
 
             

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Please submit suggestions and comments, to a Planning 
Committee member. 
 
 LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR!   
                                                                                                                       

 

  

 
Mark your calendar! 

Muckrace 2013 is 
Friday-Saturday  

September 6th–7th,  
7PM-7PM 

 

 
A Note from the Planning 
Committee 
(Linda and Steve Benedict, Linda Potter, Frank Morlock, Chris 
Lajewski, Jim Eckler, Chuck Gibson, Frank Moses and Andrea 
Van Beusichem) 
 
We want to say thank you to the following generous 
sponsors for their financial support or prize donations: 
 

 Barry Stevens of Wild Birds Unlimited for being 
our top sponsor; 

 Nucor Steel of Auburn, Lyons National Bank, 
ISEI Corporation (Seneca Meadows Landfill), 
Avinet (Dryden), Ernst Conservation Seeds, Inc. 
(Meadville, PA) and Heritage Outdoors (Phelps) 
for their generous donations;  

 Additional local supporting businesses: Eagle 
Optics, Alex Joseph Associates, Ken Trammel 
and ACDS Inc., Cayuga Lake Creamery, Galens 
Pharmacy, Montezuma Winery, Swarovski Optik, 
The Schwabel Corp. (Thermacell), Cornell Lab of 
O., Ducks Unlimited, The Brick Oven, Old Lyons 
Hardware, Lakeland Equipment, Tops-Waterloo, 
Back to Nature, and Burris Optics; and, last but 
not least, 

 The Friends Nature Store at the MNWR Visitor 
Center and the MAC Nature Store. 

 
Thanks to artist Sue deLearie Adair for providing another 
wonderful t-shirt design, and to Becky Bly of Woman 
Made Products for her generosity in screening the shirts. 
Special thanks to those that helped feed the hungry mob:  
Dunkin’ Donuts, Wegmans and Nice-N-Easy Grocery 
Shoppes.  
 
We also appreciate all team sponsors: Audubon NY, The 
Bird House, Central and Western NY Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy, Cayuga Bird Club, Old Duck Inn 
(Clyde), Eckler Orchards, Crossroads Automotive, Micron 
Industries, Chemung Valley Audubon Society, Eaton 
Birding Society, Genesee Valley Audubon Society, and L 
& B Farm. 
 
We could not have done it without all our great event 
volunteers:  Joyce Pittenger, Janet and Frank Graham, 
Dorothy and Gary Colvin, Dave Robertson, Ruth and Don 
Kalen, Gayle James, Mark Miller, Linda Potter, Leona 
Lauster, Jamie Panunzio O'Brien, and Steve and Linda 
Benedict.  Thanks to Chris Lajewski for organizing this 
great group. 
 
Final thanks also go to: The Montezuma Audubon Center 
for hosting the festivities; Bill and Linda Gillette and the 
Bob Montemorano family for letting us use their private 
birding sites; NYSDEC, FOTMWC and the MAC for 
printing and mailing costs; Mark Miller for his 
photography; and Jim Eckler for emceeing the final 
ceremony. 



 

Montezuma Muckrace  
2012 Checklist.  Total Species Reported: 183 
 

Snow Goose  

Canada Goose  

Mute Swan  

Trumpeter Swan 

Wood Duck  

Gadwall  

American Wigeon 

American Black Duck 

Mallard   

Blue-winged Teal  

Northern Shoveler 

Northern Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 

Ring-necked Duck  

Greater Scaup 

Lesser Scaup  

Common Goldeneye 

Hooded Merganser  

Ruddy Duck  

Ruffed Grouse 

Wild Turkey  

Pied-billed Grebe 

Double-cr. Cormorant 

American Bittern 

Least Bittern 

Great Blue Heron 

Great Egret 

Green Heron 

Black-crowned. Night-Heron 

Turkey Vulture  

Osprey 

Bald Eagle 

Northern  Harrier 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk  

American Kestrel 

Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon  

Virginia Rail 

Sora 

Common Moorhen 

Am. Coot 

Sandhill Crane 

Black-bellied Plover  

American Golden-Plover 

Semipalmated Plover 

Killdeer 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Lesser Yellowlegs  

Semipalmated Sandpiper 

Least Sandpiper 

White-rumped Sandpiper 

Baird's Sandpiper  

Pectoral Sandpiper  

Dunlin 

Stilt Sandpiper  

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 

Short-billed Dowitcher 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Wilson's Snipe  

American Woodcock 

Wilson's Phalarope  

Red-necked Phalarope 

American Avocet 

Ring-billed Gull  

Herring Gull  

Great Black-backed Gull  

Caspian Tern  

Rock Pigeon 

Mourning Dove 

Black-billed Cuckoo  

Yellow-billed Cuckoo   

Eastern Screech-Owl 

Great Horned Owl 

Barred Owl 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Common Nighthawk 

Chimney Swift 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

Belted Kingfisher 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  

Downy Woodpecker  

Hairy Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher  

Alder Flycatcher 

Willow Flycatcher 

Least Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

Eastern Kingbird  

Yellow-throated Vireo 

Blue-headed Vireo 

Warbling Vireo 

Philadelphia Vireo 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Blue Jay 

American Crow 

Horned Lark 

Purple Martin 

Tree Swallow 

N. Rough-winged Swallow 

Bank Swallow 

Cliff Swallow  

Barn Swallow 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 

Carolina Wren 

House Wren 

Marsh Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  

Eastern Bluebird 

Veery 

Swainson's Thrush 

Hermit Thrush 

Wood Thrush 

American Robin 

Gray Catbird 

Northern Mockingbird 

Brown Thrasher 

European Starling 

American Pipit 

Cedar Waxwing 

Ovenbird 

Black-and-white Warbler 

Tennessee Warbler  

Kentucky Warbler 

Connecticut Warbler 

Nashville Warbler 

Mourning Warbler 

Common Yellowthroat 

Hooded Warbler 

American Redstart 

Cape May Warbler 

Cerulean Warbler 

Northern Parula  

Magnolia Warbler 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Yellow Warbler 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

Palm Warbler 

Pine Warbler 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

Canada Warbler 

Wilson’s Warbler 

Chipping Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 

Savannah Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Scarlet Tanager 

Northern Cardinal 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Indigo Bunting 

Bobolink 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Common Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Baltimore Oriole 

Purple Finch 

House Finch 

American Goldfinch 

House Sparrow      

 


