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The Report on the Twelfth 
Annual Muckrace 
 
74 birders participated in the twelfth annual 
Montezuma Muckrace, held Friday and 
Saturday, September 12-13, at the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, 
Wayne, and Seneca counties.  The 20 teams 
tallied 186 species during the 24-hour event, 
only two fewer than the record 188 species 
recorded in 2006, up from 177 in 2007. 
 
In contrast to last year’s drought and low 
water levels, this year’s challenge was the 
generally high water throughout the Complex.  
Friday’s more-or-less continuous rain did not 
bode well for participants, but shortly before 
the start time of 8PM, the rain stopped, and 
dry but extremely humid conditions prevailed 
for the 24-hours of the event.  There was a 
very limited night flight, with three species of 
thrushes identified by flight call, but little else.  
During Saturday, flocks were few and far 
between.  25 species of birds were identified 
by only one team.  Overall, 19 species of 
waterfowl, 10 species of raptors, 23 species of shorebirds, eight species of flycatchers, seven species of 
thrushes, and 26 species of warblers were found. 
 
The winning competitive team, with 130 species, was EmpidoMAX!, sponsored by the Cayuga Bird Club.  
The team consisted of Jay McGowan, Shawn Billerman, Tom Johnson, and Brad Walker, all Cornell students.  
Second place, with 124 species, went to the New York Ornithological Association’s Tyrannus tyrannus 
(formerly known as The Real White-Rumps), consisting of Mickey Scilingo, Jeff Holbrook, and Marty Mau.  
Third place, with 123 species, went to the self-sponsored Wind Birders, consisting of Bob Spahn, Doug 
Daniels, Allan Strong, and Kinsley Whittum. 
 
The winning youth team, with 83 species, was the Downy Chicks, sponsored by the Cayuga Bird Club, 
followed by The Hummers, sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited, with 63 species. 
 
The Low-Carbon category was won by Ryan Douglas, the St.-Louis Cardinal, also sponsored by the Cayuga 
Bird Club, with a mountain and road bike combo, who tallied 103 species in 9 hours and 52 miles of birding, 
even though he had forgotten his insect repellant.  The second-placed team, with 97 species, was Audubon 
NY’s No rEgrets, with a mere single bike apiece. 

2008 Statistics 
 

Date:      12-13 September 
# of teams entered:    20 
# species seen:     186 
Amount money raised so far:   $5,896 and counting 
Project to be supported:  shorebird habitat 

restoration  
Winning competitive team:   EmpidoMAX!  

(Cayuga Bird Club) 
Winning youth team:    Downy Chicks  

(Cayuga Bird Club) 
Winning low-carbon team:  St. Louis Cardinal 

(Cayuga Bird Club) 
Most memorable team bird:   Red Knot, Hooded 
Warbler, American Golden-Plover, American Bittern, Great 
Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Yellow-throated Vireo, Red-
necked Phalarope, Pectoral Sandpipers, Hooded Warbler, 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
# species seen only in 2008:   3 
# hours birded:     9-24 hours 
# warbler species recorded:  20 



 

And, a BIG THANK YOU
from the planning committee

(Jim Eckler, Jane Graves, Jillian Liner, 
Frank Morlock, and Frank Moses):. 

 
Many people beyond the Planning Committee, 

teams, and team sponsors, contribute to 
making the Muckrace a success.  For that, we 
want to say thank you to the following groups 

and individuals: 
 

• Wild Birds Unlimited of Johnson 
City & Ithaca and Barry Stevens 
for being our top sponsor with its 
very generous donation. 

• Nucor Steel of Auburn, NYSOA, 
Terry Precision Cycling, The 
Plantsmen, and Avinet, Inc. for their 
generous donations. 

• Bass Pro, Cayuga Lake Creamery, 
and Nikon for the gift certificates. 

• Eagle Optics for the pair of 
binoculars. 

• Cornell Lab of Orithology, Friends Lodge, 
and the MAC gift shop for prizes. 

• Montezuma Winery for the case of wine. 
• Gimme Coffee and Ithaca Bakery for the 

much-appreciated bagels and coffee. 
• Nice n Easy for providing pizza to 

participants and volunteers. 
• The MAC for hosting us. 
• Bill and Linda Gillette for opening their 

property to participants—always good 
birds there! 

• NYSDEC, FOTMWC, and Audubon NY 
for printing and mailing costs. 

• Volunteer Coordinator Margaret Cook 
for her efficiency and enthusiasm for 
rounding up volunteers AND being 
available to help throughout the event 
(except for a few hours when she went 
home to sleep). 

• Volunteers Dorothy Colvin, Charlene 
Crocker. Barb Harper, Anita Messina, 
Lynda Parmalee, Joyce Pittenger, Kathleen 
Robinson, Catherine Sandell, and Karen 
Strossman for staffing the registration 
desk and coping with participants’ food 
demands and queries. 

• Sue Adair for the t-shirt artwork and 
design. 

• Becky Bly of Womanmade Products for 
the t-shirt screening. 

• Frank Morlock and Alison Van Keuren 
for taking pictures. 

• And lastly, Jim Eckler, for his excellent job 
in emceeing the wrap-up/awards 
ceremony.

 
The three top fund-raising teams, whose efforts will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar by FOTMWC, will be announced 
in mid-October on the Audubon NY and FOTMWC 
websites.  
 
New this year was an attempt to make participants more 
aware of their carbon footprint by asking them to keep track 
of mileage and then calculating the number of species per 
mile.  The winner of this category was the Montezuma 
Misfits, Montezuma Audubon Center, with 1.15 species per 
mile (spm), Second place went to the Capitol Cuckoos, with 
1.02 spm, although since they were driving a Toyota Prius, 
they calculated that they tallied 37.66 species per gallon!.  
Third place went to the NYSDEC Crane-iacs, with .91 spm. 
 
The Muckrace, organized by Friends of the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex, its partners in NYSDEC and the 
USFWS, and Audubon NY, raises money for bird 
conservation projects within the MWC.  This year the funds 
raised will support the restoration of a 5 acre moist-soil 
wetland to be managed for migrant shorebirds along 
Savannah-Spring Lake Road on Northern Montezuma 
WMA, and, as funds allow, expansion of a small wetland 
frequently used in the educational programs at the 
Montezuma Audubon Center.  The final total raised will not 
be known until all team pledges are received in early 
October, but as of the writing of this article over $5800 had 
been received. 
 

 

       
 



 

Team Standings 2008  
Competitive 
1. EmpidoMAX! (Cayuga Bird Club) 130 
2. Tyrannus tyrannus, formerly known as The 
Real White Rumps (New York State   
    Ornithological Association) 124 
3. Wind Birders (self-sponsored) 123 
4. NYSDEC Loon-a-tics (self-sponsored) 118 
5. Capitol Cuckoos (Audubon Society of the 
Capital Region) 113 
6. OAS Kestrels (Onondaga Audubon Society) 
111 
7. Butcher Birders (10,000 Birds) 102 
8. NYSDEC Crane-iacs (Old Duck Inn) 101 
9. Buffleheads (The Bird House) 93 
10. Mad-capped Chickadees (NYSDEC) 86 
11. Three Muckateers (Micron Industries) 60 
 
Non-competitive 
1. Tanagers (Chemung Valley Audubon Society) 108 
2. St. Louis Cardinal (Cayuga Bird Club) 103 
3. No rEgrets (Audubon NY) 97 
4. Bobolinks (Eaton Birding Society)  92 
5. Downy Chicks (Cayuga Bird Club) 83 
6. Montezuma Misfits, Montezuma Audubon Center (Audubon NY) 75 
7. Hummers (Wild Birds Unlimited) 63 
8. Fuddy Ruddies (self-sponsored) 59 
9. Humming Bobolinks (self-sponsored) 46 

 

Team Highlights 
Red Knot and Golden Plover in the same scope view. 

Sandhill Cranes flying over. 
All of the great people who stopped to chat, share tips & sightings. 

Cape May Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Yellow-throated Vireo all together. 
5 species of vireo in 1 flock. 

Several dozen egrets @ Knox-Marcellus Marsh. 
Microbrews (we are a recreational team, after all). 

Seeing bitterns flying on Wildlife Drive. 
Great Horned Owls calling at campsite. 

Seeing Great Horned Owl at Howland’s Island. 
Riding bikes and identifying birds at the same time. 

Crane calling at beginning of day and Barred Owl at the end. 
Biking with almost no headwind all day. 

The Knot with 4 species of plovers. 
Hooded Warbler and nice birders. 

Seeing the Red Knot; getting all 3 common owls within 15 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

Lowlights of the Day  
No donuts. 

Missing the squirrel, so we had nothing to use to lure a Turkey 
Vulture! 

Corey losing his camera. 
Insects (mosquitoes). 

Being on Howland Island. 
Mosquitoes/bloodsuckers. 

Not another Mourning Dove!! 
No House Finch or Brown-headed Cowbird. 

Humidity! 
Had to fight for every bird. 

Refuge grass trail with the skitters. 
Having about 10-20 mosquitoes on us at one time while 

identifying confusing fall. 
warblers. 

Missing Osprey – the bird Sue drew for this year’s t-shirt. 
Forgetting insect repellant. 

Tractor mowing and chainsaw at Knox-Marcellus and a few 
grumpy birders. 

Missing out on lunch. 
 
Quotes from the Day 
“Other teams walk, forget to bring food, & walk some more. We ride, eat, ride, eat – ride some more.” 
“By the law of averages at least one should be a Black-bellied Plover.” 
“You have a Evil Knievil helmet in your trunk, but you don’t have anything to start a fire with!?” 
“Damp all day? Use bug spray!” 
“Confirmed…Mark It.” 
“Our birding day was like the flight of the goldfinch – undulating.” 
“Is that an American Kestrel? Na, it’s a MODO.” 
“There should be a Hooded Merganser in that pond t 
 
Notes 
• To find out why Trumpeter Swan is not on the NYS Checklist, we suggest that you read the article that 
appeared in “Kingbird,”vol. 58, no.1 2007 by Dominic Sherony and Jeff Bolsinger, “The Status of Trumpeter 
Swans in New York State in 2007.” 
• Please submit suggestions for next year’s Emcee, and any other comments, to a Planning Committee 
member. 
 

THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL WHO MAKE THE MUCKRACE SUCH A SUCCESS! 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR! 

 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

Muckrace 2009 will be 
 

Friday-Saturday  
September 11-12, 2009 

 
Audubon New York and Friends of the 

Montezuma Wetlands Complex will 
once again be coordinating this 2-day 

birding event. 
 

See you next year! 
The Planning Committee 


