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MUCK RACE

2011 Quick Stats
The 15th Annual Muckrace

70 birders participated in the fifteenth annual
Montezuma Muckrace, held Friday and
Saturday, September 9-10, at the Montezuma
Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, Wayne, and
Seneca counties. The 20 teams tallied 171
species during the 24-hour event, 21 fewer
than last year’s 192 species, and the lowest
total since 2001. 23 teams had registered
originally, but there were cancellations due to
Southern Tier flooding as well as personal
tragedy.

Date: 9-10 September
# of teams entered: 20
# of species seen: 171

Funds raised as of Sep.27th: $8458.65 gross
Project to be supported: the purchase a new water control
structure for Puddler Marsh.

Winning competitive team: Wind Birders (L & B Farms)

Winning low-carbon team: E & E Eagles (Ecology &
Environment, Inc.)

Most memorable team bird: Glossy Ibis, 7 Snow Geese (1*

species at 7pm, Half-molted Scarlet Tanager, Stilt Sandpiper,

American Bittern, Palm Warbler, Sandhill Crane, Black-

crowned Night-Heron, Peregrine Falcon, Cape May Warbler,

Wilson’s Warbler

# species seen only in 2011: 0

# hours birded per team: 5.5-23

# warbler species recorded: 23

# shorebird species recorded: 19

Although the weather during the event was
beautiful, in the preceding ten days heavy
rains from Tropical Storms Irene and Lee
pushed water levels so high that access to the
Carncross Road entrance to Howland’s Island
was limited and the previously-excellent
shorebird habitat throughout the Complex had
generally disappeared. Muckrace Flats,
constructed with 2008 Muckrace funds,
provided the best shorebird signtings. I n
addition, passerine migrants flocks were
virtually nonexistent. According to Mickey
Scilingo, whose Tyranuus tyrannus
recreational team reported 120 species, it was
a particularly tough birding day with very few
birds around. A definite highlight was four species of owls on Van Dyne Spoor Road for those birders patient
enough to wait for them. The viewing of the plegadis ibis, identified by many teams as a Glossy, off of
Railroad Road was a treat. Three teams reported hearing nocturnal migrants during the pre-dawn hours on
Satuarday. 26 species of birds were identified by only one team. Overall, 18 species of waterfowl, 12 species
of diurnal raptors, 19 species of shorebirds, five species of owls, six species of flycatchers, five species of
vireos, six species of thrushes, 23 species of warblers, and seven species of sparrows were found.

The winning competitive team, with 118 species, was L & B Farm’s Wind Birders (Bob Spahn, Kinsley
Whittum, Allan Strong, and Bill Gillette). Second place, with 108 species, went to the Old Duck Inn’s Crane-
iacs (Jim Eckler, Mike Wasilco, Dave Odell, and Mike Putnam). Third place, with 104 species, went to The
Bird House’s Buffleheads (Randi Minetor, Diane Henderson, Lucretia Grosshans, and Shirley Shaw).



The Family/Mentor category was won by the self-sponsored Team Mommazuma, (Linda, Jim, Cadan and
Fenton Ziemba), with 53 species. The Low-Carbon category was won by Ecology and Environment, Inc.’s E &
E Eagles (Mike Morgante, Chris Newton, Carly Lapin, and Joe Carlo), with 99 species. The second-placed
team, with 52 species, was the Eaton Birding Society’s Sittidae (Linda Benedict, Jean Bub, Leona Lauster, and
Anita Messina)., who spent their entire day strolling and sitting in the vicinity of the MNWR Visitor Center.
Unfortunately, no youth teams participated in the Muckrace this year.

The Muckrace, organized by Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, NYSDEC, USFWS, and the
Montezuma Audubon Center, raises money for bird conservation projects within the Montezuma Wetlands
Complex. Funds raised this year will be used to purchase a new water control structure for Puddler Marsh.
This structure will provide greater flexibility in managing water levels within the impoundment, allowing
refuge staff to alter water levels independently of Knox-Marsellus Marsh. This will allow Puddler Marsh to be
managed more effectively to create mudflats for migrating shorebirds and to promote the growth of emergent
vegetation for breeding marsh birds and migrating waterfowl. The final total raised will not be known until all
team pledges are received in early November, but as of the writing of this article $8458.65 had been received.

Team Standings 2011

1. Wind Birders (L & B Farm) 118 Planning Committee
2. Crane-iacs (Old Duck Inn) 108
3. Buffleheads (The Bird House) 104 (Jim Eckler, Tasha Daniels, Chuck Gibson, Jane Graves,
4. No rEgrets (Audubon NY) 81 Frank Morehouse, Frank Morlock, Frank Moses, Linda
5. Bobolinks (Eaton Birding Society) 76 Potter)
7. Mad-capped Chickadees (Self-

sponsored) 79 Many people contributed to making the 2011 Muckrace
8. Mottled Mucks (Micron Industries) 68 a success and for that we want to say thank you to the

) following groups and individuals:
Family/Mentor

2.Team Mommazuma (Self-sponsored) 46 Barry Stevens of Wild Birds Unlimited of Johnson City
and Ithaca for being our top sponsor.

Low-Carbon
1.E & E Eagles (Ecology & Nucor Steel of Auburn, ISEI Corporation (Seneca
Environment, Inc.) 99 Meadows Landfill), Avinet (Dryden), Ernst

2. Sittidae (Eaton Birding Society): 52 Conservation Seeds , Inc. (Meadville, PA), The

) Plantsmen Nursery (Groton), Alex S. Joseph Associates,
Recreational Inc. (Dewitt) for their generous donations.
1. Tyrannus tyrannus (Self-sponsored) 120
2. Woodcocks (Self-sponsored) 100 For our local supporting businesses: Montezuma
3. Muckhaunters (Self-sponsored) 93 Winery, Dave’s Meat Market, Galens, Inc., Savannah
4. Muckingbirds (Self-sponsored): 89 Bank, and Secor Lumber.
5. Plucky Mucksters (Cayuga Bird Club) 89
6. Bleary-eyed Vireos (Eaton Birding Society) 77 The Friends nature store at the MNWR Visitor center
7..Genesee Valley Peregrines (Genesee Valley and the MAC nature store for prizes.

Audubon) 75

8. The House Wrens (Cayuga Bird Club) 64 For additional prizes donated by: The Original Bug Shirt
9. Fuddy Ruddies (Self-sponsored): 50 Company, ......

10...Tanagers (Chemung Valley Audubon) 42

Becky Bly of Woman Made Products for her generous
donations of time and screening for the popular T-shirts.

Sue Adair for providing another great design for the
2011 T-shirt.



All team sponsors:Audubon NY, The Bird House,
Cayuga Bird Club, Chemung Valley Audubon Society,
Eaton Birding Society, Ecology and Environment, Inc.,
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, L & B Farm, Micron
Industries, Old Duck Inn.

The Montezuma Audubon Center for hosting the
festivities and providing us with great coffee.

Bill Gillette and Bob Montemorano for letting us use

their private birding sites and for their warm hospitalilty.

NYSDEC, FOTMWC, and the Montezuma Audubon
Center for printing and mailing costs.

Event Volunteers: Joyce Pittenger, Sarah Fleming and
husband Mike, Rebbecca Odell, David and Linda Marsh,
Janet and Frank Graham, Dave and Grace Strong,
Dorothy and Gary Colvin, Anita Messina, Dave
Robertson, and Scott Stipetich.

Dave Odell for emceeing the final ceremony

Mark Miller for his photography.



REPORT FROM THE FIELD: THE E & E EAGLES BIKE TEAM
By Team Captain Mike Morgante

It was a pleasure to participate in the Montezuma Muckrace again for the first time since 2005. Joe Carlo and
Carly Lapin, colleagues at Ecology and Environment, Inc. (our employer and sponsor), and Chris Newton
joined me as the “E & E Eagles” team. It was first time in the Muckrace for Chris, Carly, and Joe. We decided
to enter the Low Carbon division and do the race strictly by biking and hiking and with no motor vehicle
assistance during the race period. We really weren’t sure how much exercise effort we were signing up for, but
we were excited to bike and bird, and even more excited when we saw that the weather forecast didn’t include
any rain.

| had participated eight times previously and | knew that a planned route was important. In going on bikes, |
had to plan it for reducing the mileage and time we spent on bikes. We rode just over 33 miles and hiked
another 3 miles or so. | didn’t know how much we would (or could) ride, but | expected to be in the 30 to 40
mile range. Joe, Carly, and | arrived from Buffalo area in late afternoon and met Chris at the Montezuma sub-
HQ where we set up camp. Chris came in from New Hampshire and was able to spend a few hours scouting,
which really entailed finding some spots we weren’t familiar with. In doing so, he found the Glossy Ibis at
Railroad Rd at mid-afternoon and managed to get a sudden bike stem problem fixed just hours before the race.
(crisis #1 averted).

We signed in at the Montezuma Audubon Center and were delighted in the many Purple Martins flying around
and then hearing and seeing a Sandhill Crane. We drove by car to East Road and the overlook to Knox-
Marsellus Marsh and prepared our bikes and did some last minute scouting. We quickly realized we would be
battling an army of mosquitoes. When the watch hit 7 p.m. (race start time) we started our lists. Our first
species was Snow Goose (7), in similar spot to where Chris saw them in the afternoon. Only their heads were
sticking up from the grass. Other highlights were 2 Sandhill Cranes that had flown in around 6:45 and picking
out N. Rough-winged and Bank Swallow among the many Trees and Barns. Of course we had a Cliff Swallow
prior to 7 pm and we didn’t get one during the race. Hundreds of dabblers were roosting and flying into the tall
grass but mostly too difficult to see. We dashed off to Mays Point pool and found several other teams and very
few shorebirds. Two Sandhill Cranes were present here as well. We added a few expected species and Chris
made nice spotting of an American Black Duck in flight with Mallards that was our only one for the race. One
or two Wood Ducks eating wild grapes right in front of the corral was a strange sight. Tschache Pool added
nothing but more mosquito bites. We rode back to camp. A quick walk to South Spring pool around 9 p.m.
netted a hooting Great Horned Owl but no screeches responded to our whistles. We went to bed with a total of
34 species. It was a nice night to camp. 1 only slept about half the night but enjoyed hearing 2 Great Horned
Owls hooting for what seemed like an hour around midnight. We were awake in our tent and listening to
nocturnal flyovers around 5 a.m. Thruway noise makes it tough at this location but we had Swainson’s
Thrushes, Veerys, and two Gray-cheeked Thrushes. We probably had Wood Thrush too but didn’t feel
confident enough in our call ID’s. (we did not add one during the day). An Eastern Screech-Owl made some
whinny calls unsolicited by us. A nice treat!

The bird highlight of the day came as we were getting dressed and bikes ready around 6:15 — 6:30 a.m. There
were at least 1,000 Bobolinks that flew over to the west / northwest in a steady stream of large and small
batches. We had never seen so many at one time. My estimate is likely conservative and there could have
easily been 2,000. We left on bikes as some small batches were still flying over.

We biked toward the Montezuma visitor center, adding Carolina Wren, Chipping Sparrow, House Sparrow,
House Finch, Pileated Woodpecker on the way (all sometimes nemesis muckrace species). We added only a few
shorebird species, some dabblers, and Trumpeter Swan (4) at the visitor center among others. From the
overlook at Main Pool we heard Marsh Wren. We were not allowed to bike on the Auto-loop (which was



disappointing, and would have been more convenient for us too), so we hiked along Seneca Trail and found a
cooperative Yellow-throated Vireo. Biking back to Rt 5/20 we finally had a warbler (other than C.
Yellowthroat) and identified two Cape May Warblers in the conifers near the entrance. We biked down River
Road to Mud Lock and added a few common species as well as Pied-billed Grebe and Common Merganser on
Cayuga Lake. Two Cape May Warblers on River Road were either the same we just encountered or bizarre
coincidence. The long ride back on Rt 5/20 was our first hill. At Montezuma Winery, a volunteer for a charity
biking event taking place informed Joe that he had a flat tire. This resulted in 20 minute delay to patch the tire.
(crisis #2 averted by bringing plenty of repair gear) and | spotted our only Chimney Swifts for the day while we
had unexpected stop.

Esker Brook Trail was quieter than hoped for. We added Bay-breasted Warbler and Magnolia Warbler; little
did we know that they would be our last warbler species added for the day! Philadelphia Vireo and Peregrine
Falcon (flyover) were nice pickups. A flock of Indigo Buntings across from the parking lot were a nice
addition. After taking a break back at camp, we headed off to Mays Point where nothing new was added. We
drove down Towpath Road (longer than expected on bikes) to get closer look at birds in the marsh.
Unfortunately we added no new species, which was a downer and fatigue was setting in. Just as we were
packing up to leave | looked up and was amazed to see 3 Common Loons flying very high to the
north/northwest!!! All 4 of us got on them and it was an immediate lift to our team spirits which was much
needed. | can only assume they were headed to Lake Ontario, but why flying north at 1 p.m. is puzzling (but
thank you loons!). We then took a long break for lunch back at Knox-Marcellus overlook and decided where to
head next after learning from two teams that the west entrance to Howland Island was flooded. Important that
we learned that. (potential crisis avoided).

It was now time for the longest ride of the day. We went north on Rt 89 and over to Railroad Road. At mid-
day, mostly uphill, and into north wind, this was a physical challenge. We made it eventually but couldn’t find
the ibis (or Am. Bittern or Sora that Chris had yesterday). Chris’s keen eyes picked up Merlin and we added
two shorebird species and Ring-necked Duck. Short-billed Dowitchers were added at Muckrace Flats among
the most shorebirds seen at any location on the day. We decided that was the last stop (~4:45pm) as we were
tired. We rode over to Montezuma Audubon Center picking up a kestrel on the way. A walk around the MAC
trails didn’t add any new species. We ended at 6 pm and | counted up our list. We stood at 99 species
(including two single observer sightings — Red-eyed Vireo by Chris and Ruby-throated Hummingbird by me [4
separate hummers!!!]). As the others went back to pack up, I stood outside in the parking lot hoping to add
Purple Martin or cowbird. | thought I heard a martin but then couldn’t hear it again or find it. 99 it was. That
put us in first place in the Low Carbon division (admittedly for only two teams, the other doing a ‘big sit’) and |
think was consistent with totals in previous years for Low Carbon winners. With only 4 warblers and 9
shorebirds, | expected we’d be way behind the competitive teams; however, we weren’t. Bob Spahn’s
windbirders won with 118 (a recreational team had 120) and | think that there were only 2-3 other teams ahead
of our total of 99. That topped off our fun day.

I encourage others to participate in the Muckrace next year. It is a real challenge and fun day. Those looking
for a bigger challenge — try the Low Carbon division



Montezuma Muckrace 2011 Checklist. Total Species Reported: 171

Snow Goose
Canada Goose
Trumpeter Swan
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
~X_Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Ruddy Duck

]X)X)X ><)><)X)X)X}X)X)X)X)X)X“X)X]X

X _Wild Turkey

_X_Common Loon

X Pied-billed Grebe

X Double-crested
Cormorant

_X_ American Bittern

_X_ Great Blue Heron

_X_ Great Egret

_X_Green Heron

_X _Black-crowned Night-
Heron

_X_Glossy Ibis

_X_Plegadis sp.

_ X _Turkey Vulture
_X_Osprey

_X_ Bald Eagle

_X _Northern Harrier
_ X _Sharp-shinned Hawk
_X_ Cooper's Hawk
_X_Northern Goshawk
_X_Red-tailed Hawk
_ X_American Kestrel
_X_ Merlin
X__Peregrine Falcon

_X_Virginia Rail
X_Sora
_X_Common Gallinule
_X_American Coot
_X_Sandbhill Crane

_X_ Black-bellied Plover

_X_ American Golden-
Plover

_X _Semipalmated Plover

_X_Killdeer

_X_ Spotted Sandpiper

_X_Solitary Sandpiper

_X_ Greater Yellowlegs

_X_Lesser Yellowlegs

_X_ Semipalmated
Sandpiper

_X_Least Sandpiper

_X_White-rumped
Sandpiper

_X_ Baird’s Sandpiper

_X_Pectoral Sandpiper

_X_Dunlin

_ X Stilt Sandpiper

_ X _Short-billed Dowitcher

_X_Long-billed Dowitcher

_X_ Wilson's Snipe

X _American Woodcock _

X_Ring-billed Gull

_X_Herring Gull

_X_Great Black-backed
Gull

_X Caspian Tern

X_Common Tern

\X)

Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

Lo

X
X
X Ye
_X_Ea
X Gr
_X Ba
_X_Long-eared Owl

_X_Northern Saw-whet

Oowl

_X_Eastern Whip-poor-will
_X_Chimney Swift
_X_Ruby-throated

Hummingbird

_ X Belted Kingfisher

_ X Red-bellied

Woodpecker

_X Downy Woodpecker
_ X Hairy Woodpecker

_ X Northern Flicker

_X Pileated Woodpecker

_X Eastern Wood-Pewee
_ X Yellow-bellied

Flycatcher

_X_Least Flycatcher
_X Eastern Phoebe
_X Great Crested

Flycatcher

_X_Eastern Kingbird

_X Yellow-throated Vireo
_X Blue-headed Vireo

_ X Warbling Vireo

_X Philadelphia Vireo

_ X Red-eyed Vireo

_X Blue Jay

_ X American Crow

_ X Common Raven

_ X Horned Lark

_X Northern Rough-winged

Swallow

_ X Purple Martin
_X Tree Swallow
_X Bank Swallow
_X Barn Swallow
_X_CIiff Swallow



_X Black-capped
Chickadee

_ X Tufted Titmouse

_X Red- breasted Nuthatch

_ X White-breasted
Nuthatch

_X Brown Creeper

_X_Carolina Wren
_X_House Wren

X_Sedge Wren
_X_Marsh Wren
_X_Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Eastern Bluebird
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin

Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
European Starling
American Pipit

Cedar Waxwing

Ovenbird
Blue-winged Warbler

pe \X)X)X)X)X)x )X)X)X)X)X)x

_X_Black-and-white
Warbler

_X_ Tennessee Warbler

_X Nashville Warbler

_X_Mourning Warbler

_X_Common Yellowthroat

_X_Northern Parula

_X_Magnolia Warbler

_X Bay-breasted Warbler

_X_Blackburnian Warbler

_X Yellow Warbler

_X_Chestnut-sided
Warbler

_ X Blackpoll Warbler

_X_Black-throated Blue
Warbler

_X_Palm Warbler_

_X_Pine Warbler

_X Yellow-rumped
Warbler

__X Black-throated Green
Warbler

_X_Canada Warbler

_X Wilson’s Warbler

_X_ Chipping Sparrow
_X Field Sparrow
_X_ Savannah Sparrow
_ X Song Sparrow

_X Lincoln’s Sparrow
_X Swamp Sparrow

_X White-throated Sparrow
_ X Scarlet Tanager

_X Northern Cardinal

_ X Rose-breasted

Grosbeak
_X Indigo Bunting

_X Bobolink

_ X Red-winged Blackbird
_X _Common Grackle

_ X Brown-headed

Cowbird

X Baltimore Oriole
X_Purple Finch

_X_House Finch

_X_American Goldfinch
_X House Sparrow

NEW SPECIES 2011: 0

SPECIES IDENTIFIED BY

NOCTURNAL FLIGHT
CALL:

Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush

Scarlet Tanager
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

15-year cumulative total 232

THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL WHO MAKE THE MUCKRACE SUCH A SUCCESS!
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Team Highlights
Ibis. Morning flyover of 1000+ Boblinks at Refuge Subheadquarters.
Two owls in daylight. Good shorebirds at Muckrace Flats.
Kestrel chasing mottled immature eagle just overhead. Northern Harriers.

Three Peregrine Falcons playing talon tag and dive-bombing the ducks at Knox-Marsesllus.
Great start — ready at 7pm at Railroad Road with ibis and Black-crowned Night-Heron in one
scope, a raft of ducks in the other. 21 species in 20 minutes.

Wood duck eating grapes in shrub at May’s Point Pool.

Ibis and Night-Heron at end of day.

See two Cape-May Warblers at Gillette Farm.

Starting the day with a Screech-Owl waiting for us in the parking lot.

One flock dontaining six species of swallows.

Yellow-throated Vireo, Wilson’s Snipe, and Cape May Warbler.

.Life bird: Peregrine Falcon..

Lowlights of the Day

Mark your calendar! No Kestrel

Muckrace 2012 is Bike ride from Knox-Marsellus to Railroad Road (uphill, long, hot,
Friday-Saturday

into the wind).

September 8-9, Flat tire causing 20-minute delay in prime morning time.
7PM-7PM Lack of birds.
Gunshots on Howland’s Island. Mosquitoes.

We thought all the mosquitoes lived at Howland’s Island....NOT!!!
Can’t id shorebirds.

Hitting a turtle with
car..

Missing Indigo Buntings feeding on sunflowers in field near
where we saw Cape May Warblers.

Tschache Pool restroom.

No Killdeer or grackles.

Mosquitoes.! Lack of warblers,

Quotes from the Day

“1’m all spished out.” *121 frog salute.”

“What’s that?” “We make our own rules.”
“Just another falcon.” “TURKEY !

“Where’s a robin?”

« Please submit suggestions and comments, to a Planning Committee member.
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR!



