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MUCK RACE

The 13th Annual Muckrace

69 birders participated in the 13th annual
Montezuma Muckrace, held Friday and
Saturday, September 11-12, at the Montezuma
Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, Wayne, and
Seneca counties. The 22 teams tallied 183
species during the 24-hour event, three fewer
than last year’s 186 species.

Birds were found in the habitats each species
prefers, but several areas were sporting new
looks in 2009 due to weather and management
plans. Pre-race scouting was helpful to
identify new locations where birds were most
visible. The big change for 2009 was that the
Main Pool at the Refuge was drawn down for
spring shorebirds, the dry marsh project, and
to provide emergent vegetation for fall
waterfowl. Distant views of shorebirds in the
Main Pool were possible from the Route 89
overlook but viewing from the Wildlife Drive
was difficult. Knox-Marsellus and Puddler
Marshes and Tschache Pool had higher water
and held many species that would have been
in the Main Pool. The Refuge Visitor’s
Center wetland had the best shorebird viewing
while the Sandhill Crane Unit, May’s Point
Pool, and Northern Montezuma’s Audubon
Center South Pool and Muckrace Flats also
provided good shorebird habitat. Martens
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Date: 11-12 September
# of teams entered: 22
# of species seen: 183

Fundraised, as of Sept 28th: $7,460
Projects to be supported: 57 acres of forest
restoration on Refuge and Purple Martin house
at MAC.
Winning competitive team: EmpidoMAX
(Cayuga Bird Club)
Winning youth team: Hummers
(Wild Birds Unlimited)
Winning low-carbon team: Loon-Atics
(Self-sponsored)
Most memorable team bird: Sedge Wren, Sandhill
Crane, Merlin, Wilson’s Warbler, Bald
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Greater
White-fronted Goose. Indigo Bunting,
Red-eyed Vireo, Black-crowned Night
Heron, Green Heron, Barred Owl,
Wilson’s Snipe, Common Nighthawk,
Cape May Warbler

# species seen only in 2009: 2

# hours birded per team: 5.5-24
# warbler species recorded: 24

# shorebird species recorded: 21

Marsh and the Railroad Road Marshes on Northern Montezuma were also productive for marsh birds. The cool
and cloudy weather on Saturday kept passerine activity down, but many vireos and warblers were to be found in
small flocks throughout the Complex. The rumor that the DEC spent the summer breeding a super-race of
mosquitoes was given some credence by those birders who ventured onto Howland’s Island. Four teams
identified night-flight calls of four species of thrushes, with one team also picking up an Upland Sandpiper call.
11 species of birds were identified by only one team. Overall, 17 species of waterfowl, 11 species of raptors, 21
species of shorebirds, eight species of flycatchers, seven species of thrushes, 24 species of warblers, and eight
species of sparrows were found.



The winning competitive team, with 148 species, was
EmpidoMAX, sponsored by the Cayuga Bird Club,
consisting of Jay McGowan, Tim Lenz, Tom Johnson,
and Chris Wiley. Second place, with 133 species, went to
The Art of Brenda Carter’s The Gallinagos, consisting of
Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Gerard Phillips, Jeff Gerbracht,
and Kevin McGowan. Third place, with 122 species,
went to the New York Ornithological Association’s
Tyrannus tyrannus, consisting of Mickey Scilingo, Jeff
Holbrook, and Marty Mau. The single youth team, with
64 species, was The Hummers, consisting of Geoffrey
Twardokus, sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited. The
new Family/ Mentor category, with 60 species, was also
represented by a single team, the self-sponsored Duck,
Duck, Goose, comprising Mike, Jessica and Leah Morgan
and Linda and Fenton Ziemba. The Low-Carbon category
was won by the self-sponsored LoonAtics, consisting of
Frank Morlock, Brad Lunkenheimer, and Aaron
Swartwood, with 90 species. The second-placed team,
with 68 species, was Audubon NY’s Montezuma Misfits,
consisting of Carol Stokes-Cawley, Camille Burns, Becky
Williams, and Jess Orkin.

The three top fund-raising teams, whose efforts will be
matched dollar-for-dollar by FOTMWC, will be
announced in mid-October on the Audubon NY and
FOTMWC websites.

A new website was available in 2009. This organizational
website (http://muckrace.dojiggy.com) allowed
participants to be creative in designing their own personal
pledge page. Many used this option in setting individual
goals, and handling their pledge requests. It was a great
way to let folks know about the Muckrace and the great
conservation projects the proceeds support.

The Muckrace, organized by the Friends of the
Montezuma Wetlands Complex and Audubon NY,
assisted by its partners NYSDEC and the USFWS, is a
fundraising effort in support of bird conservation projects
within the MWC. This year the funds raised will support
forest restoration on 57 acres of the Refuge and the
purchase of a Purple Martin nesting structure for the
Montezuma Audubon Center. The final total raised will
not be known until all team pledges are received in early
October, but as of the writing of this article over $7,460
had been received.

And, a BIG THANK YOU from the planning

committee
(Jim Eckler, Chuck Gibson, Jane Graves, Frank Morlock, and
Frank Moses).

Many people contributed to making the 2009 Muckrace a
success. For that, we want to say thank you to the
following groups and individuals:

e Wild Birds Unlimited of Johnson City & Ithaca and
Barry Stevens for being our top sponsor.

e Nucor Steel of Auburn, Seneca Meadows Landfill,
Avinet, Inc., Marie Read Wildlife Photography,
WomanMade Products, and Cabela’s for their
generous donations.

e Bass Pro Shops, Cayuga Lake Creamery, Dick’s
Sporting Goods, Magee Diner, Country House
Restaurant (Montezuma), and the Brickoven (Clyde)
for gift certificates.

e Eagle Optics for the pair of binoculars.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Friends Lodge, and the
MAC gift shop for prizes.
Montezuma Winery for the case of wine.

e Additional prizes and support from Swarovski Optics,
Old Lyons Hardware, Pinecreek Farm and Feed,
Lakeland Equipment, and Forestry Suppliers Inc.

e Nice n Easy, Dunkin’ Donuts, and FOTMWC for
providing the calories we needed to keep on birding.

e All team sponsors — Audubon NY, Audubon Society
of the Capital Region, Eaton Birding Society, Minetor
& Company, The Art of Brenda Carter, NYS
Ornithological Association, Onondaga Audubon
Society, Wild Birds Unlimited, and the Old Duck Inn.

o The Montezuma Audubon Center for hosting the
festivities, providing us with coffee, and letting us all
in with our muddy feet, and well... lack of showers
and all.

e Bill and Linda Gillette and Bob Montemorano for
letting us use their private birding sites and for their
warm hospitality.

e NYSDEC, FOTMWC, and Audubon NY for printing
and mailing costs.

e Volunteer Coordinator Margaret Cook for her
efficiency and enthusiasm for rounding up volunteers
AND being available to help throughout the event
(except for a few hours when she went home to
sleep).

o Volunteer cookie makers — Joyce Pittenger, Dorothy
Colvin, Elaine Gaklik, and Margaret Cook.

e Volunteers - Gary and Dorothy Colvin, Joyce
Pittenger, Sheila Ferrari, Joanne Williams, Chelsea
Behm, Janet Graham and her husband, and Anita
Messina.

e Frank Morlock for handling the Muckrace account
and website with DoJiggy.com.

e Linda Ziemba for her presentation at the Closing
Ceremony and Jim Eckler for emceeing.

e Frank Morlock and Alison Van Keuren for their
photography.

Sue Adair for the t-shirt graphics.
And, last but not least, our fearless leader, the self-
proclaimed Muckrace monster, Jane Graves.



Team Standings 2009

Competitive Recreational

1. EmpidoMAX! (Cayuga Bird Club) 148 1. The Woodcocks (Onondaga Audubon) 105

2. The Gallinagos (The Art of Brenda 2. Tanagérs (Chemung Valley Audubon) 103
Carter) 133 3. Peregrines (Self-sponsored) 96

3. Tyrannus tyrannus (New York State 4. No rEgrets (Audubon NY) 76
Ornithological Association) 122 5. Mottled Mucks (Self—sponso@d) 60

. Wind Birders (. & B Farm) 119 6. The ngse Wreqs (Cayuga Bird Club) 59

. DEC Crane-iacs (Old Duck Inn) 105 7. Humming Bobolinks (self-sponsored) 53

. Bohemian Waxody (Self-sponsored) 104

. OAS Kestrels (Onondaga Audubon) 102

. Capitol Cuckoos (Audubon Society of the
Capital Region) 96

9. Buffleheads (Minetor & Co.) 94

10. DEC Mad-capped Chickadees (Self-

sponsored) 85
11. Bobolinks (Eaton Birding Society) 80
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Youth
Hummers (Wild Bird Unlimited) 64

Family /Mentor
Duck, Duck, Goose (Self-sponsored) 60

Low-Carbon
1. Loon-a-tics (Self-sponsored) 90
2. Montezuma Misfits (Audubon NY) 68

photo by Dave Spier

THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL WHO MAKE THE MUCKRACE SUCH A SUCCESS!
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Team Highlights
13 Sandhill Cranes at Knox-Marsellus Marsh at dusk.
Waiting for the 7PM start at the May’s Point deck and seeing old friends.
Spruce budworm trifecta. New life birds.
3 Peregrine Falcons diving on one another over May’s Point Pool and North Spring Pool.
Bald Eagle chasing down an Osprey but failing to get fish.
Jess’ first Sandhill Crane at MWC after 5 years of trying.

Leah and Fenton’s first Muckrace. Sleeping on the MNWR sun porch.
Finally getting to count Trumpeter Swan. Goldfinches flushing a Merlin.
Seeing a Peregrine Falcon and Merlin in neighboring trees at North Spring Pool.
Barred Owl flying in front of windshield and then over our car again, then when we called to
confirm it, we got a response from a Great Horned Owl.

Riding our bikes. Being chased by a friendly skunk.

Fisher running across road.

The kittens at the Gillette’s farm.

Lowlights of the Day

Mark your calendar! Mosquitoes.
Muckrace 2010 is Begging for a coot from Bob Spahn’s team.
Friday-Saturday Very few warblers for us.
September 10-11, Not a single sparrow.
2010 Being on Howland’s Island.
7PM-7PM Missing the Avocet.
Mosquitoes on Howland’s Island.
The mosquitoes! I can’t remember a Muckrace with this many
Mosquitoes on Howland’s Island!
Lack of sunshine.
Nodda lodda warblers.
Filling out Highlights form!
Mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes en masse.
Silence of the passerines on Howland’s Island.

Mixed Meeting place (from Wind Birders who couldn’t
find one another).
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Quotes from the Day

“We have no pride.” “Toadmato” (Try Google!)

“Only one bird with ‘warbler’ in its name.” “Our highlight of the day was standing next to
Leah — “Mommy, we’re Mucker racing!” Kathy Kirsch.”

“Falcons, those things are killers...” (random “Meals on Wheels.”

resident of Howland’s Island} “Do you have more of that bug stuff?”

“We might not see a lot of birds, but this is more “I have the same fear, except mine includes
fun!” (bike-riding) mimes.”

“Maybe we can find a Sage Grouse, I mean a
Spruce Grouse.”

* Please submit suggestions and comments, to a Planning Committee member.

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR!



