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The 14th Annual Muckrace 
 

67 birders participated in the fourteenth 

annual Montezuma Muckrace, held Friday 

and Saturday, September 10-11, at the 

Montezuma Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, 

Wayne, and Seneca counties.  The 22 teams 

tallied 192 species during the 24-hour event, 

ten more than last year’s 182 species, and the 

highest number of species counted on any 

Muckrace. 

 

Birders were blessed with perfect early fall 

weather and an excellent variety of birds.  The 

newly-created Shorebird Flats off of the 

Wildlife Drive at the Refuge hosted a Buff-

breasted Sandpiper, both Black-bellied and 

American-Golden Plovers, very close views 

of Wilson’s Snipe, and several American 

Pipits, in addition to a number of other 

shorebird species.  Knox-Marsellus and 

Puddler’s marshes continued to be excellent 

for shorebirds, with both Red Knot and an 

immature female Ruff remaining, to the 

delight of birders, although views were 

distant. Both Little Blue Heron and the 

plegadis Ibis were viewable at May’s Point 

Pool.  Comments from many birders indicated 

that on Howland’s Island, both numbers of 

biting insects and insect-eating passerines 

were low.  However, Bill Purcell and Kevin 

McGann were surprised and thrilled when a male Yellow-headed Blackbird flew out of a roost at Coot Pond. 20 

species of birds were identified by only one team.  Overall, 18 species of waterfowl, 13 species of raptors, 26 

species of shorebirds, eight species of flycatchers, six species of thrushes, 24 species of warblers and eight 

species of sparrows were found. 

 

The winning competitive team, with 147 species, was The Gallinagos (Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Gerard Phillips, 

Jeff Gerbracht and Kevin McGowan), sponsored by The Art of Brenda Carter.  Second place, with 130 species, 

went to L & B Farm’s Wind Birders (Bob Spahn, Kinsley Whittum, Kevin Griffith and Bill Gillette).  Third 

place, with 124 species, went to the Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex’s Cuckoo-Kestrel Alliance, 

2010 Quick Stats 
 

Date:            10-11 September 

# of teams entered:        22 

# of species seen:     192   

Funds raised as of Oct.18th: $10,426 gross.  

Project to be supported: restoration of a 30-

 acre wetland off Savannah-Spring Lake 

 Road on Northern Montezuma WMA. 
Winning competitive team:  

 The Gallinagos (sponsored by The Art of 

 Brenda Carter} 

Winning youth team:  

 Hummers (Wild Birds Unlimited) 

Winning low-carbon team:  

 Double–striped Thick-Knees (Aymont 

 Technology)       

Most memorable team bird:   

 Sandhill Cranes, Eastern Screech-Owl, 

 Ruff, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Northern 

 Harrier, Black-throated Green Warblers, 

 Magnolia Warbler, Merlin, Peregrine 

 Falcon, Swainson’s Thrush, one-legged 

 American Golden-Plover, Broad-winged 

 Hawk, Ibis species, Yellow-headed 

 Blackbird 

# species seen only in 2010:   4 

# hours birded per team:  5.5-23  

# warbler species recorded:  24 

# shorebird species recorded:  26 

 



 

(Sue Adair, Meena Haribal and Tony Shrimpton). 

The single youth team, with 78 species, was The 

Hummers (Geoffrey Twardokus), sponsored by 

Wild Birds Unlimited.  The Family/Mentor 

category was won by the self-sponsored Albany 

Mockingbirders (Will, Danika and Sophia Raup), 

with 97 species.  Second place went to self-

sponsored Team Mommazuma, (Linda, Jim, Cadan 

and Fenton Ziemba), with 53 species. The Low-

Carbon category was won by Aymont Technology’s 

Double-striped Thick-Knees (Larry and Kathy 

Rowland), with 99 species.  The second-placed 

team, with 97 species, was the self-sponsored 

LoonAtics (Frank Morlock, Aaron Swartwood and 

Ben Zimmerman).  

 

The three top fund-raising teams, whose efforts will 

be matched dollar-for-dollar by FOTMWC, will be 

announced in early November on the FOTMWC 

and Audubon NY websites.  

The Muckrace, organized by Friends of the 

Montezuma Wetlands Complex, NYSDEC, 

USFWS, and Audubon NY, raises money for bird 

conservation projects within the Montezuma 

Wetlands Complex.  Funds raised this year will be 

used to restore a 30-acre wetland off Savannah Spring 

Lake Road in the Northern Montezuma Wildlife 

Management Area.  The money raised will be matched 

with Federal funds from the North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act, which provides matching grants to 

organizations who have developed partnerships for the 

benefit of wetland-associated migratory birds and other 

wildlife. The final total raised will not be known 

until all team pledges are received in early 

November, but as of the writing of this article over 

$9000 had been received. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

And, a BIG THANK YOU from the  
Planning Committee 

 
(Jim Eckler, Chuck Gibson, Jane Graves, Frank Morlock, 

Frank Moses, Scott Stipetich and Linda Ziemba). 
 

 
Many people contributed to making the 2010 Muckrace a 

success and for that we want to say thank you to the 
following groups and individuals: 

 
 

 Barry Stevens of Wild Birds Unlimited of Johnson City 
& Ithaca for being our top sponsor. 

 Bass Pro Shops and their employees for generously 
raising and donating funds. 

 Nucor Steel of Auburn, Seneca Meadows Landfill, 
Avinet (Dryden), Omega Life Insurance, Alex S. 
Joseph Associates and Burns Brothers Concrete 
Construction Corporation for their generous donations. 

 Cayuga Lake Creamery for donations and ice cream 
sales during the event. 

 For our local supporting businesses, Montezuma 
Winery, Galens Pharmacy, Savannah Bank, Old Lyons 
Hardware, Lakeland Equipment, WalMart (Seneca 
Falls/Waterloo), Brickoven (Clyde) and the Country 
House Restaurant (Montezuma). 

 The Friends Lodge at the Refuge Visitor Center and 
the MAC Nature Store for prizes. 

 For additional prizes donated by: The Original Bug 
Shirt Co., Eagle Optics, Swarovski Optik, Randi 
Minetor of Falcon Press, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
Forestry Suppliers and photographer Doug Racine. 

 Becky Bly of Woman Made Products for her generous 
donations of time and materials for the popular T-
shirts. 

 Sue Adair for providing another great design for the 
2010 T-shirt and the raffled drawing of a fox sparrow. 

 Nice n Easy, Tops Friendly Markets (Waterloo), 
Dunkin’ Donuts and members of the FOTMWC for 
providing the calories we needed to keep on birding. 

 All team sponsors – Audubon NY, Eaton Birding 
Society, The Art of Brenda Carter, NYS Ornithological 
Association, Onondaga Audubon Society, Aymont 
Technology, Inc., The Bird House, Chemung Valley 
Audubon Society, Micron Industries, L & B Farms, 
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Wild Birds 
Unlimited, and the Old Duck Inn. 

 The Montezuma Audubon Center for hosting the 
festivities and providing us with all that great coffee. 

 Bill and Linda Gillette and Bob Montemorano for letting 
us use their private birding sites and for their warm 
hospitality.   

 NYSDEC, FOTMWC, and Audubon NY for printing and 
mailing costs. 

 Kristin Burns and family for help with the donation 
requests and donations. 

 Event Volunteers:  Joyce Pittenger, Sheila Ferrari, 
Linda Benedict, Jackie Bakker, Leona Lauster, Janet 
Graham and husband, Anita Messina, Scott Stipetich, 
Kurt Bond and Doug Gorby of Ducks Unlimited. 

 Frank Morlock and Scott Stipetich for handling the 
Muckrace account and website with DoJiggy.com. 

 Linda Ziemba for emceeing the closing ceremony. 

 Mark Miller for his photography. 

 And, last but not least, FOTMWC President and 
dedicated Muckrace rabble-rouser, Jane Graves. 

 
 
 
 

Quotes from the Day: 
 
“What’s that?” 
 
“Is that a Gadwall? No, it’s a Wood Duck. Is that 
 a Wigeon? No, it’s a Wood Duck, and so on…” 
 
“My freakin’ ass has never taken such a beating!” 
 
 “Try not to use your rear brakes.”  
 
“A North Creek boy knows a loon when he hears one!” 

 



 

Team Standings 2010  
 
Competitive 
1. The Gallinagos (The Art of Brenda 
    Carter)     147 
2. Wind Birders (L & B Farm)   130 
3. Cuckoo-Kestrel Alliance (Friends of the   
    Montezuma Wetlands Complex)  124 
4. Buffleheads (The Bird House)   123 
5. Bobolinks (Eaton Birding Society)    94 
6. Crane-iacs (Old Duck Inn)     91 
7. Mad-capped Chickadees  
    (Self-sponsored)      84 
8. No rEgrets (Audubon NY)     75 
 
Youth 
1. Hummers (Wild Bird Unlimited)    78 
 
Family/Mentor 
1. The Albany Mockingbirders  
    (Self-sponsored)      97 
2. Team Mommazuma (Self-sponsored)    53 
 
Low-Carbon 
1. Double-striped Thick-Knees  
    (Aymont Technology, Inc.)     99 
2. Loon-a-tics (Self-sponsored)         97 
 

             
                                photo by Dave Spier 
  
Recreational 
1. The Woodcocks (Self-sponsored)  121                             
2. Kestrels (Onondaga Audubon)  116 
3. Tyrannus tyrannus  
    (NY State Ornithological Association)  113 
4. Genesee Valley Peregrines  
    (Genesee Valley Audubon)   103 
5. Sub-CKAS (FOTMWC)   102 
6. Tanagers (Chemung Valley Audubon)  100 
7. Eaton Egrets (Eaton Birding Society)    92 
6. The House Wrens (Self-sponsored)    86 
8. Mottled Mucks (Micron Industries)   62 

 

                                                  
THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL WHO MAKE THE MUCKRACE SUCH A SUCCESS! 

            

 

      

        
 

       

 
 



 

Team Highlights 
 

No mosquitos.                                    Wonderful weather. 
Night calls and stars! A shooting star and finding birds in the last couple of hours. 

Waiting for the 7PM start at the May’s Point deck and sharing bird sightings. 
Seeing a Merlin at May’s Point.                 Life bird-Black-crowned Night-Heron. 

Getting all three falcons.       Lesser Yellowlegs bathing. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird at Coot Pond, Howland Island, 7:30 AM, flying out of roost. 

Two Hudsonian Godwits at May’s Point. 
Finally seeing an eagle at Mud Lock 

The Buff-Breasted Sandpiper in the road in front of the car, judiciously  
beating a grasshopper to death. 

Cape May and Mourning Warblers.  Goldfinches flushing a Merlin. 
Two Cooper’s Hawks locking talons.     Making it to the end (from one of the bike teams).                         

Peregrine Falcon flying right overhead. 
No tears.  

 
 
 
 

          

        Lowlights of the Day  
 

Lack of warblers on Howland’s Island. 
Refuge Auto Loop partially closed. 

Not finding the Buff-breasted Sandpiper. 
Lucretia didn’t bring her camera! 

No diving ducks. 
                                                                               Few warblers. 

Twitching House Sparrow. 
Intestinal discomfort! 

Missing the Little Blue Heron. 
Warblers low and no diving ducks. 

Low-carbon is high-pain. 
So much roadkill! 

4 PM Saturday slump. 
Goose masquerading as a turkey. 

Potholes!!! 
Not seeing a Robin! 

                                    Where were the warblers? 

 
 
  • Please submit suggestions and comments to a Planning Committee member. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR!   

 
Mark your calendar! 

Muckrace 2011 is 

Friday-Saturday  

September 9-10,  

7PM-7PM 
 


