
Additional Site Information 
(The numbers correspond to the #s on the MWC Map.)

1. Cayuga Lake Unit (NMWMA) 
225 acres are managed here by NYSDEC to provide access for wildlife–
based recreation along the south side of Demont Road and the Cayuga Lake 
shoreline.

2. Main Pool (MNWR) 
This 1,659-acre managed marsh is the largest impoundment on the Refuge. 
The Wildlife Drive, a 3.7 mile automobile route, provides excellent viewing 
of waterfowl, shorebirds and marsh birds along the east and north sides 
of the Main Pool. The active management of water levels in this marsh and 
throughout the Complex provides a plant and open water mix that offers 
optimum food and cover for a variety of wildlife. 

3. Lesser Yellowlegs Unit (LaRue’s Lagoon) (MNWR)
This impoundment along the east side of the Wildlife Drive is managed with water-
level drawdowns and disking to create seasonal mudflats for migrating shorebirds. 

4. Wilgoose Field (MNWR) 
At 150 acres, this is the largest grassland on the Refuge and is maintained 
through fire and mowing in the off season. Wildlife can be viewed from sev-
eral locations along Rt. 89. 

5. Shorebird Flats (MNWR) 
Constructed in 2010, this unit on the west side of the Wildlife Drive near the 
head of the Oxbow Trail offers shallow water mudflats for wildlife diversity. 
Shorebirds on migration find this habitat beneficial as a stop-over site. The 
Oxbow trail offers a quarter mile hike to the shores of the NYS Barge Canal. 

6. Benning Marsh (MNWR)  
This 18-acre impoundment is located between the NYS Thruway and the 
Wildlife Drive and provides waterfowl, marsh bird and shorebird habitat. 

7. Tschache Pool (MNWR)
 *

This 1,270-acre wetland impoundment has a viewing tower and rest room 
facility at the parking lot off Route 89, just north of the NYS Thruway over-
pass. Eagles nest along the east side. Great Blue Heron and other wading 
birds are often present in record numbers. Waterfowl hunting is allowed in 
season under special permit. 

8. May’s Point Pool (MNWR) 
This is a 199-acre emergent wetland impoundment with a universally acces-
sible viewing platform off South May’s Point Road. The platform is located 
on the north side of the marsh and faces south toward the NYS Thruway. 
A little farther down the road, beyond the trail to the platform, you’ll find a 
fishing access site. 

9. Knox-Marsellus Marsh—East Road (MNWR) 
This is a 228-acre restored wetland. A parking lot off East Road provides 
a beautiful vista of this productive marsh and adjacent mucklands.  Wildlife 
viewing is best with a spotting scope from this vantage point. To find East 
Road, turn onto N. May’s Point Road from Rt. 89 and East Road is the first 
road on your left.  Good viewing is also available along Towpath Road which 
runs along the south side of the marsh, and begins at N. May’s Point Road a 
little east of East Road. 

10. Puddler Marsh (MNWR) 
This 95-acre wetland impoundment is east and adjacent to Knox-Marsellus 
Marsh. Towpath Road provides viewing access. Towpath Road dead ends to 
the east. 

11. Route 31 Muck (aka the Potato Building) 
      (privately owned) 
This area contains seasonally flooded agricultural fields and is often a hot 
spot for waterfowl concentrations during migration. The majority of this 
land is privately owned. A Bald Eagle nest is visible here, and fall migrations 
of waterfowl can fill the skies. 

12. Loop Road Unit / Crane Brook Marsh (NMWMA)

 
This seasonally flooded, 275-acre agricultural field will support a wetland 
restoration project in the future. 

13. Helmer Marsh (NMWMA)  
Visitors will find old field habitat and a trail that bisects a restored marsh. 
About 100 acres of this 150-acre marsh is under State ownership. 

14. Sandhill Crane Unit (MNWR) 
This 454-acre wetland south of VanDyne Spoor Road in Savannah was re-
stored in 2010 and provides exceptional habitat for marsh birds, raptors and 
waterfowl. 

15. Railroad Road Marshes: 
      M&M (west side) and Mulligan (east side) (NMWMA)

 
Down along the railroad tracks you’ll find 70-acres of restored marshes 
south of Crusoe Creek and west of the Seneca River. Public access is pro-
vided along Railroad Road Extension. A 1-mile dike circles the 2 impound-
ments. A cartop boat launch to the Seneca River is available at the end of 
the access road. 

16. Albano-Torry Marsh (NMWMA) 
This seasonally flooded former agricultural field along the west side of Cru-
soe Creek is scheduled for restoration in 2012. 

17. Muckrace Flats (NMWMA) 
This 5-acre, shallow-water wetland is managed to provide stop-over habitat 
for the annual spring and fall migrations of our most ambitious migrants, the 
shorebirds. Much of the funding was provided from donations gathered in 
the 2008 Muckrace, a birding competition organized by the Friends of the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex. 

18. Malone Marsh (NMWMA) 

Adjacent to Crusoe Creek, this 45-acre wooded and emergent wetland of-
fers a 1.1-mile long trail and fishing access. 

19. Morgan Road Marsh (NMWMA) 
This lowland along the Seneca River is currently in agriculture and is season-
ally flooded. Plans are in the works with partner, Ducks Unlimited, to restore 
several sections of this area to emergent marsh. The DEC’s Field Office for 
Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area is located here. 

20. Deep Muck and Mitigation Marsh (NMWMA)  

The Mitigation Marsh was constructed by Ducks Unlimited in 2010 under a 
mitigation agreement with the NYS Thruway. It is located on the east side of 
the north-south stretch of the administrative road. The Deep Muck restora-
tion project (west side) is partially funded by the Friends Muckrace proceeds 
from 2010, and is scheduled for completion in 2011. Non-motorized access 
is offered along the administrative access road between the two areas. In the 
future, this road will be improved to allow seasonal motor vehicle access. 

21. Carncross Inland Salt Marsh Preserve
 *

      (The Nature Conservancy)   
This rare inland salt marsh is protected under ownership by The Nature 
Conservancy. Salt-tolerant plants are found here that are normally only pres-
ent on ocean shores. Carncross Road is often a good summertime site to 
observe Sandhill Cranes foraging in the fields on DEC lands to the south. For 
more information about the Carncross Preserve, visit http://www.nature.
org/wherewework/northamerica/states/newyork/preserves/art13583.html. 
Hunting allowed by permission only. 

22. Giancarelli Field (NMWMA) 
At 160 acres, this is the largest grassland on Northern Montezuma WMA. The 
site was planted in 2001 with a mix of native grasses and is mowed on a 3-year 
rotation. The grassland is always mowed after mid-August to accommodate 
nesting Bobolink and Savannah Sparrows. Ring-necked Pheasants are released 
here for hunting season. Abundant field mice and meadow voles provide food 
for wintering raptors. 

23. Frost Hill Marsh (NMWMA)                           
From the parking lot, hike 0.6 mile along the administrative road and hedge-
row to a 45-acre restored emergent and forested wetland. The earthen dike 
serves as a 1.1-mile loop trail where beaver, muskrat and waterfowl are 
frequently seen. 

24. Turtle Pond (NMWMA)                                                                  
A parking lot on the north side of the road is the starting point for a 1-mile 
woodland trail. The trail does not lead to Turtle Pond because of wet condi-
tions, but future plans call for a boardwalk through the wet woodlands. 

25. South Butler Unit (NMWMA)              
Wetlands have been restored in these inter-drumlin low-lands. A trail follows 
the east side of the emergent wetlands. In 2008 a forested wetland to the 
south of South Butler Road was restored as a mitigation project adminis-
tered by Ducks Unlimited. 

Inset D.  Montezuma Audubon Center 
(NYSDEC—Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area and NY Audubon)

This education center is operated by Audubon 
New York and was built in 2007 by New York 
State and several partners. The Center offers 
a variety of visitor services, exhibits and educa-
tional programs. The facility houses an exhibit area, 
classroom, nature store, auditorium, and a meet-
ing room.  Over one mile of trails lead from the 
Center and provide access to grassland, forest, and 
marsh habitats. A viewing platform overlooks two 
restored marshes. A canoe and kayak launch along 
Crusoe Creek provides access to the waterways of Northern Montezuma WMA. Canoes, kayaks and snowshoes are available 
for rent. Contact the Center at 315-365-3580 or http://ny.audubon.org. Crusoe Lake, Wayne County’s only lake, is located 
about ¼-mile west of the Center, and plans are underway to provide a boardwalk to the shoreline. 

Not far from the Center on the east side of Route 89 along Crusoe Creek, a 27-acre marsh, known as Colvin Marsh, was restored 
in 2010 and offers a good site for wildlife viewing. In the southwest corner of this marsh, a waterfowl hunting blind was built for 
junior hunters and hunters with disabilities in honor of Tim Noga, an avid supporter of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex and 
advocate for youth hunting. Contact staff at the WMA or Refuge for information on use of the Tim Noga Blind. During dates when 
waterfowl seasons are closed, the Blind is available on a first come, first served basis for wildlife observation or photography. 

 Welcome to the Montezuma Wetlands Complex 
(Complex), a 50,000-acre landscape of wetlands and associated up-
lands with exceptional opportunities to enjoy wildlife and the outdoors. 
Whether it’s a spectacular sunset sky filled with waves of waterfowl 
setting their wings to drop in, or an intimate view of a single rare marsh 
bird, the Complex abounds with awe-inspiring wildlife encounters. 
 Located at the north end of Cayuga Lake in the heart of the Fin-
ger Lakes Region of central New York, the Complex once contained 
over 40,000 acres of contiguous wetland habitat and represented 
one of the largest wetland complexes in the Northeast. In the 19th 
century, most of this area was drained for commerce and transpor-
tation by the development of the Erie Canal and other canal sys-
tems. Despite the loss of 70% of its original wetlands, the Complex 
still provides critical stop-over habitat for millions of waterfowl and 
shorebirds migrating in the Atlantic Flyway and breeding habitat for 
hundreds of wetland-dependent wildlife species. 
 Many conservation organizations have united in their support of 
the protection and restoration of this area known historically as the 

“Montezuma Swamp.”  One of those organizations is the Friends of the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex.  It is the Friends that have produced 
this Map and User’s Guide to the public lands in the Complex.  To learn 
more about the Friends, visit http://friendsofmontezuma.org. 
 Public lands in the Complex include the Montezuma Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) managed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) managed by New York State’s Department of Environmental 
Conservation.  Many additional partners such as Audubon NY, Ducks 
Unlimited, and The Nature Conservancy have joined this conserva-
tion effort.  We hope this Map and User’s Guide will help you get to 
know this internationally important area as one of the best oppor-
tunities in the Northeast to protect, restore, and manage extensive 
wetlands for wildlife and public use. 

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR): 
 The Refuge provides over 9,000 acres of protected lands and 
managed wetlands for wildlife. Sixteen shallow-water impoundments 

provide more than 4,700 acres of freshwater wetlands. Adjacent up-
lands, which include grasslands, shrub fields and forested tracts, are 
also actively managed for wildlife. 
 As part of the U.S. National Wildlife Refuge System, the Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge provides for “…the conservation, management, 
and restoration of fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats… 
for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans.” 
 While operating under a National vision for the Refuge System 
where “wildlife comes first,” the Refuge offers many opportunities 
for public access to this natural resource.  Miles of hiking trails, sev-
eral observation towers and the popular “Wildlife Drive” provide 
access. A Visitor Center is open spring, summer and fall and serves 
as a gathering point for informational and educational programs, as 
well as, providing excellent wildlife viewing (Inset A). The Friends op-
erate a Nature Store in the Center. Volunteers are on hand to help 
the public enjoy their visit.  Local radio and “Guide by Cell” services 
provide additional support.  A photo blind off the “Wildlife Drive” is 
available on a first come, first served basis. Hunting and trapping op-

portunities are provided through a permit program on selected sites. 
Fishing and boating is allowed in the nearby NY State Barge Canal. 
For more information, visit http://www.fws.gov. 

Northern Montezuma State Wildlife Management 
Area (NMWMA): 
 Northern Montezuma is State-owned land managed by the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation.  It contains over 7,700 
acres of emergent marshes, forested wetlands, old fields, meadows, 
farm fields and woodlands in a rich diversity of habitats for wild-
life and public use. Abundant resident wildlife and huge spring and 
fall migrations of shorebirds, raptors, waterfowl and songbirds offer 
excellent opportunities for all kinds of wildlife-based recreational 
activities. Public hunting, trapping and fishing are encouraged in ac-
cordance with State Fish and Wildlife Laws and Regulations.  Hiking, 
biking, birding, horseback riding and canoeing are also encouraged.  
Rules of use are posted at parking lots and access points.  For more 
information, explore DEC’s website—www.dec.ny.gov. 

Inset A. Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center (MNWR)

This is the “hub” of the visitor experience in the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. The 
Visitor Center Wetland, a shallow-water managed habitat surrounds the Visitor Center and 
provides excellent waterfowl and shorebird viewing during migration. The Visitor Center holds 
the Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex nature store and is a frequent site for pub-
lic meetings. Wildlife displays and live video coverage of an osprey nest are provided at the 
Center. Two observation towers overlook the Main Marsh and the Wildlife Drive, a 3.7 mile 
automobile-route provides excellent viewing of waterfowl, shorebirds and marsh birds. The 
Seneca Trail is a 1 mile long trail along the Seneca River and Barge Canal. A NYSDEC ramped 
boat access site is located south of the Center and provides access to the NYS Barge Canal. 

Inset C.  Howland’s Island (NMWMA)

This 3,500-acre island has been under State ownership and management since 
1932. Surrounded by the Seneca River and the Swift Water Channel of the Barge 
Canal, this public land contains over 300 acres of restored marshes which are 
scattered within a varied topography of grasslands and woodlands. Over 17 
miles of administrative access roads through this diverse landscape provide ex-
ceptional hiking, biking, hunting, birding and horseback riding. Work is underway 
to replace the temporary bridge on Carncross Road and construct a more cen-
trally located parking area on the Island. Visitors also access the Island (non-mo-
torized access only) over the abandoned DOT bridge on Howland Island Road. 

Also shown on this inset is Martens Tract which contains a 150-acre restored 
wetland, 14-acre grassland and the 12-acre Teal Pond which is viewable from the 
observation mound at the parking lot off Savannah-Spring Lake Road.  It?s a 2.5 
mile walk around the entire impoundment.  A good diversity of waterfowl and 
marsh birds can be found here.

Inset B. Esker Brook (MNWR)

Esker Brook Trails offer hiking and excellent forest and 
shrubland birding. The west side of the Main Marsh can 
be viewed from the overlook on Route 89 and the Ref-
uge Sub-Headquarters and Hunting Check Station. Hik-
ing and viewing access is also provided to North and 
South Spring Pools. The viewing platform at Tschache 
Pool (see also #7, below) provides great wildlife viewing 
over this 1,270-acre restored marsh. 
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